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King offers condolences to Assad; 
Arab leaders, Demirel telephone HM 

AMMAN (Petra) - His Majesty King Hussein, who is 
in h I s residence in London after a sur- 

** rcraoval of « abscess. Monday 
called Syrian President Hafez Al Assad to offer his con- 

° f Mr * ASSad ’ s brother - fcnail. last 
week. President Assad congratulated the King on the suc- 

H^eL lh airM ery ^ d WiS . h6d Speed y recover y- 

Hussem also Monday received calls from Egyptian Presi- 

fnrf w? M v barak ’ Turkish ****** Suleiman Demirel 
and President Yasser Arafat who congratulated the King on 

his recovery. The King received a cable from Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament Sa'd Hayel Srour, who congrat- 
ulated the King on the success of the suigery on behalf of 
members of the House. 

4’- 

l ; ’S*. } 

Jortfitiillpines 

An independent Arab political daily Press Foundation 
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Joidan wants to settle water rights with Syria 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The government has announced that it 
was time that Jordan and Syria settled their water rights in 
the Yarmouk River, a local paper reported Monday. Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily quoted a Ministry of Water source as saying 
that the water agreement signed between the two countries 
in 1987 needed to be reviewed after Syria built 30 dams on 
the Yarmouk instead of 22 agreed between the two sides. 
The source told Al Ra’i that the 1987 agreement gives Jor- 
dan 120 million cubic metres of water that it was not get- 
ting. The source, which did not reveal the amount Jordan 
was gening now, said the Kingdom should be able to build 
a dam downstream on the river to tap the agreed on amount 
of water. The government announced this week that water 
deficit this year for domestic consumption would reach 55 
million cubic metres. 
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Regent sends 
cables to 
Mubarak, 

Sultan Qaboos 

AMMAN (Petra.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an, the 
Regent, on Monday 
cabled Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, express- 
ing his good wishes on 
the anniversary of the 
Egyptian revolution. The 
Regent also Monday sent 
a cable to Sultan Qaboos 
of Oman, expressing 
good wishes on the 
anniversary of his 
assumption of his consti- 
tutional powers. He 
wished the sultan good 
health and happiness and 
continued progress and 
prosperity for the Omani 
people. 


Arafat to visit 
Syria Thursday 

OCCUPIEd JERUSAL- 
EM (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
will visit Damascus on 
Thursday to coordinate 
positions on Middle East 
peace moves with Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad, an 
aide said on Monday. The 
one-day visit will be Mr. 
Arafat’s first to Syria 
since the Palestinian 
leader returned to Gaza in 
1994 under a self-rule 
deal with Israel. “The 
president will hold con- 
sultations with President 
Assad on coordinating 
stands following the 
Cairo Arab summit,” Mr. 
.Arafat’s media adviser 
Nabil Abu Rdainah told 
Reuters. “We look for- 
ward to this visit and 
accord it much impor- 
tance." Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Assad met in Cairo in 
June during the first Arab 
su mmi t meeting in six 
years. 

Israel court 
freezes 
Palestinian 
women release 

OCCUPIED JERUSA- 
LEM (R) — Israel’s high 
court on Monday tem- 
porarily bar-red the 
release of two jailed 
Palestinian women whom 
President Ezer Weizman 
had decided to pardon, a 
court spok-esman said. 
Spok-esman Moshe 
Gorali said the court put 
the release on hold at least 
until Thursday when a 
petition against freeing 
the women brought by a 
right-wing Israeli group 
would be heard by a 
three-judge high court 
panel. Last Thursday, Mr. 
Weizman’s spokeswoman 
said the president had 
decided to pardon two 
Palestinian women con- 
victed of murder. He had 
previously refused to free 
the two because they had 
“blood on their hands.” 
The army said on Sunday 
it was weighing pardon- 
ing three other Palestinian 
women who had been 
convicted in military 
courts of murder. All five 
were expected to be 
released this week. 


Government says bread prices will 


be hiked to avoid economic crisis 


By Sa'd Hattar 

AMMAN {AFP) — The 
government on Monday 
swept aside angry 
protests from Islamic-Ied 
opposition parties saying a 
controversial rise in bread 
prices would go ahead to 
avert economic crisis. ' 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said 
bread prices had to be 
increased to reduce the 
budget deficit but stressed 
the government would 
bring in compensation to 
ease the burden on the 
public. 

“The government will 
pay each and every Jor- 
danian the price differ- 
ence before announcing 
its decision,” Dr. Muasher 
told a weekly press brief- 
ing. 

The government has 
pledged that each Jordan- 
ian, including displaced 
Palestinians and refugees, 
would receive an annual 
wage increase to offset the 
hike in bread prices. 

Only the 1.2 million 
tourists and 400,000 for- 
eign residents and work- 
ers will therefore be 


affected by the increased 
costs. 

By raising the price 300 
per cent from 85 fils to 
250 fils, the government 
hopes to slash 40 per cent 
from bread subsidies, 
expected to hit a record 
high of S150 milli on in 
1996. 

The opposition has 
argued the increased cost 
will further squeeze the 
Kingdom's poorest. 

Dr. Muasher said that 
the government's “aim is 
to curb unwarranted sur- 
plus and waste of bread 
consumption due to its 
low price.” 

He said the government 
was selling wheat at a fifth 
of its international price, 
adding some cattle dealers 
were even fee ding it to 
their stock instead of grass 
because it was so cheap. 

“We buy the tonne of 
wheat for JD 252 and 
supply it to consumers for 
JD 52 he said. 

“Our annual consump- 
tion of wheat is currently 
set at 660,000 tonnes and 
the price hike is set to cut 
the consumption to nor- 
mal rates of 400,000." 



The JD 150 million pro- 
jected deficit in the King- 
dom’s JD 1 .8 billion an- 
nual budget now threatens 
to derail an Intem-ational 
Monetary Fund (TMF)- 
monitored reform pro- 
gramme. 

On Sunday, 11 opposi- 
tion parties, led by the 
Islamic Action Front, 
together with unions and 
women’s groups, tried to 
hold a sit-in in front of 
Parliament Only a few 
dozen managed to stage a 
protest near the building, 
after access was sealed off 
by large numbers of 
police. 

Prime Minis ter Abdul 
Karim Kabariti has chal- 
lenged opposition figures 
to take part in a live tele- 
vised debate, when he 
would defend his govern- 
ment’s decision. 

Some 41 deputies have 
also joined the chorus of 
protest signing a petition 
urging the government to 
scrap its plans or face a 
vote of no-confidence. 

The opposition says a 
petition bearing 30,000 
signatures protesting the 
plans has been delivered 


Dr. Marwan Muasher 

to Parliament Speaker 
Sa'd Hnyel Sroun 

The opposition has also 
announced a planned sit- 
in Friday. 

It is not clear yet whe- 
ther the deputies opposed 
to the price hike will call 
for a no-confidence in the 
government 


Indications are, however, 
that not all the lawmakers 
opposed to raising bread 
prices will go as far as 
withdrawing confidence 
from the government to 
press for a reversal of the 
decision. Twenty-two out 
of the 80 members of the 
House are ministers. 


De Charette meets Assad; Ashrawi 
says Orient House not on itinerary 


LATAKIA, Syria (Agem- 
cies) — French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette 
met Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad on Monday at the 
start of a Middle East tour 
to sound out Arab and 
Israeli leaders on the state 
of the peace process. 

Mr. De Charette was to 
receive Mr. Assad's 

“impressions” of the impact 
on die region of the acces- 
sion to power of right-wing 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in Israel, diplo- 
mats said. 

He earlier held talks with 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al-Sharaa and 

stressed “the need to 
remain committed to the 
principles of peace based 
on U.N. resolutions and on 
the exchange of land-for- 
peace," the official news 
agency SANA said. 

The two diplomats also 
praised Fran co-Syrian rela- 
tions and vowed to boost 
them, SANA said. 

The government-run 
press here said Syria was 
pleased Europe was show- 


EAST MORICHES, New 
York (AP) — Searchers 
scouring the ocean floor off 
New York on Monday 
found a large piece of the 
wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 while families of its 
330 victims were at a sea- 
side memorial service, the 
governor said. 

“God works in very strange 
ways " Gov. George Pataki 
said at the close of the cere- 
mony. “While we were 
here, a major part of the 
fuselage has been found. 
Additional bodies have 
been located." 

No details were available, 
and federal officials leading 
the search had no immedi- 
ate confirmation of Mr. 
Pataki’s statement 

National Transportation 
Safety Board Vice-Chair- 
man Robert Francis had 
said earlier that investiga- 
tors were having trouble 


ing an interest in salvaging 
the stalled peace process. 
“At a time when the Ameri- 
cans keep hands folded vis- 
a-vis the Israeli intransi- 
gent policy for electoral 
reasons, Europe’s role 
emerges stronger than ever 
before," the Syria Times 
said. 

After spending Monday 
night in Latakia on Syria's 
Mediterranean coast, Mr. 
De Charette will fly to 
Beirut. He will also visit 
Jordan before going to 
Israel, the Gaza Strip, and 
Egypt during his three-day 
tour. 

Mr. De Charette was 
accompanied by diplomat 
Jean-Michel Gaussot, who 
represents France on a 
committee to monitor the 
ceasefire brokered between 
Israel, Lebanon and Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas after an 
Israeli offensive in South 
Lebanon in April. 

U.S. State Department 
coordinator for the Middle 
East Dennis Ross was also 
due in the region late Mon- 
day for talks on the future 


finding a 4.6-metre-high 
object that might be a large 
section of the airliner. 

The ship that originally 
spotted the object lacked 
sophisticated navigational 
equipment, making it bard 
to relocate, Mr. Fraacis had 
said on NBC's ‘Today” 
show. 

A large chunk of wreck- 
age could provide clues as 
to what downed the jet. The 
FBI noted Sunday that 
every delay gives any ter- 
rorist who might be respon- 
sible extra time to avoid 
capture. 

The navy resumed its 
search Monday in improv- 
ing ocean conditions, with 
waves around 0.6 metres 
high and moderate wind. 
The Coast Guard continued 
collecting debris on the sur- 
face near the crash site, 
about 19 kilometres off 
eastern New York's Long 


of the peace process. 

When he visits, Jer- 
usalem, Mr. De Charette 
will avoid the Orient 
House, the PLO unofficial 
headquarters in occupied 
Jerusalem, a Palestinian 
minister said. 

“Mr. De Charette will not 
visit Orient House. He will 
meet a Palestinian delega- 
tion ar the French con- 
sulate” instead. Higher 
Education Minister Hanan 
Ashrawi told AFP. 

“We are not angry at 
France because we know 
the French position con- 
cerning Jerusalem” she 
added. 

Hassan Asfur, head of 
Palestinian negotiations 
with Israel, said only that 
the Palestinians “could not 
impose their point of view 
on France.” 

Palestinian leaders had 
said Monday they hoped 
that Mr. De Charette would 
visit Orient House in defi- 
ance of Israel, which has 
put intense pressure on 
Paris to avoid including it 
in his itinerary. 


Island. 

In Denver, President Bill 
Clinton asked the nation to 
sympathise with the crash 
victims' famili es, who are 
frustrated that the recovery 
of their loved ones’ bodies 
has been so slow. 

“It is literally an agonis- 
ing process,” Mr. Clinton 
said. “We can all imagine 
how we would feel if we 
were in their place. 1 want 
the families to know 1 am 
working as hard as I can to 
speed this process, to make 
it easy as possible.” 

On Sunday, families and 
friends of the victims gath- 
ered at dozens of memorial 
services across the country. 
Another service was held 
Monday, a waterfront gath- 
ering at one of die closest 
land points to the crash site. 

Mr. Pataki, who arranged 
the service, told the griev- 
ing families, “there are no 


“We would like Mr. De 
Charette to come to Orient 
House as other French 
leaders have done before 
him” said one official at 
Orient House who asked to 
remain anonymous. 

Mr. De Charette is the 
first European minister to 
visit Jerusalem since the 
right-wing Israeli govern- 
ment assumed power last 
month and pledged to stop 
all Palestinian political 
activity in East Jerusalem. 

“The French government 
is perfectly aware of the 
Israeli position concerning 
any visit to Orient House,” 
Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Danny Shek 
said Monday. 

A spokesman for the 
French Foreign Ministry in 
Paris said Friday his gov- 
ernment would not cave in 
to any external pressure on 
the issue, but at the same 
time did not commit the 
minister to visiting Orient 
House. “We will do what 
we consider to be useful,” 
he said. 


right answers when some- 
one you love is gone.” 

Mourners clutched roses 
that were then taken to the 
site and thrown in the water. 

Of the 101 bodies recov- 
ered so far, 53 bad been 
positively identified, 
authorities said Monday. 

Suffolk County medical 
examiner Dr. Charles Wetli 
has said identifying the rest 
of the recovered bodies 
could take “several more 
days.” Mr. Pataki ordered 
more pathologists to the 
scene to help. 

Weather and heavy seas 
have hampered the search, 
and crucial sonar snagged 
on the ocean floor and now 
needs to be retrieved. An 
underwater videocamera 
failed to work. 

The search for the Boeing 
747’s two “black boxes” 

(Continued on page 3) 


12 dead, 
14 injured 
in Algeria 
massacre 

ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Twelve people died 
and 14 were injured 
when extremists 
attacked a bus carrying 
employees of an Alger- 
ian state-owned com- 
pany, the press report- 
ed here Monday. 

The massacre Satur- 
day at Keddara, 50 
kilometres southeast of 
Algiers, was one of the 
worst acts of violence 
this year in Algeria, 
where the government 
and Armed Islamist 
groups continue a vir- 
tual civil war that has 
killed up to 50,000 
people since the annul- 
ment of December 
1991 elections. 

The driver of the bus, 
carrying employees of 
the National Industrial 
Vehicles Corp, tried to 
break through a bogus 
checkpoint but was 
stopped by automatic 
weapons fire, a sur- 
vivor told the daily Le 
Matin. 

The attackers forced 
the passengers off the 
bus and singled out five 
people by name before 
decapitating them with 
machetes, the survivor 
said from his hospital 
bed. 

He said several bombs 
exploded killing seven 
people, including two 
villagers who ran 
towards the bus to help 
after hearing gun shots. 
In the past five days 
more than 20 people 
have been killed and 
about 100 others 
injured in bomb attacks 
by Islamist militants. 


More bodies, major part of plane found 


Israel lifts 
blockade on 
Ramallah 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel on 
Monday lifted its three-day 
blockade on the West Bank 
town of Ramallah after 
Palestinian police turned 
over an Arab resident of 
occupied East Jerusalem 
to the army, a military 
source said. 

Abdul Salam Hirbawi, a 
Palestinian with Israeli citi- 
zenship, was arrested Fri- 
day in East Jerusalem and 
taken to the autonomous 
town of Ramallah where he 
was jailed for 48 hours. 

Israel, which bars Pales- 
tinian police from operat- 
ing in Israeli-occupied 
East Jersualem, slammed 
the arrest as a “kidnap- 
ping,” sealed off Ramallah 
and refused to hand out 
extra work permits to West 
Bankers. 

After intense pressure, 
police handed over Mr. Hir- 
bawi on Sunday. He denied 
having been kidnapped and 
said be was well treated by 
Palestinian security ser- 
vices in a televised inter- 


view. 

However, Israeli police 
arrested an East Jerusalem 
businessman Jalal Nasser 
AJ Din on suspicion of 
being involved in the “kid- 
napping.” He was remand- 
ed in custody for a week by 
an Israeli court Monday. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat will 
press Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy to resume 
stalled peace negotiations 
when they are expected to 
meet Tuesday for the first 
time despite tense relations. 

They are due to hold talks 
in the Gaza Strip on Tues- 
day, leaders from both sides 
said, although the meeting 
had not been officially con- 
firmed Monday. 

The Palestinian priority is 
for a swift resumption of 
die talks towards a final 
peace settlement, which 
were opened and then 
adjourned in May under the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel thanks Iran over 
return of dead soldiers, 
admits indirect contact 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
took a rare step towards 
Iran when it acknowledged 
its role in the return of the 
remains of two Israeli sol- 
diers by the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah in Lebanon. 

Hizbollah handed Israel 
on Sunday the bodies of 
two soldiers missing for a 
decade in exchange for the 
remains of 123 guerrillas. It 
also freed 17 pro-Israeli 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militiamen in return 
for 45 prisoners held by the 
SLA in Lebanon. 

“There is no question 
about an Iranian decision to 
go ahead with this particu- 
lar exchange. Whether that 
signifies a broader change I 
cannot say,” Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu told reporters 
after die German-brokered 
swap. 

In recent years, Israel has 
accused Iran of sponsoring 
Muslim militant groups 
bent on destroying the Jew- 
ish state and the Middle 
East peace process. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai said 
after the exchange: “As a 
goodwill gesture I want to 
thank eveiyone who dealt 
in this humanitarian deed 
— in Lebanon, in Syria and 
in Iran... and I want to ask 
them to continue in their 
efforts.” 

The two Israeli service- 
men reached their final 
resting place Monday, in 
back-to-back funerals att- 
ended by thousands of mo- 
urners and Israel’s prime 
minister. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
attended both funerals, said 
he hoped peace would 
bring an end to the pain 
caused by war. 

“We were given the right 
to ease the suffering of 
mourning parents by bring- 
ing their children home,” 
Mr. Netanyahu said as he 
stood over Fink’s grave. 

"In their memories we 
will strive for true peace, so 
that there will be no more 
mourning parents." 


• Fink and Alsheikh’s 
coffins, draped in blue and 
white Israeli flags, were 
buried with full military 
honours. Soldiers wearing 
purple berets of the Givati 
Brigade in which both men 
served escorted the coffins 
to the gravesites. 

In Beirut on Monday, 
Hizbollah leader Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah pledged 
to help search for Israeli air 
force captain Ron Arad, 
missing since bis plane was 
shot down over Lebanon on 
Oct. 17, 1986. 

Sheikh Nasrallah said the 
release of about 70 more 
Lebanese prisoners was 
linked to the fate of .Arad, 
whom Israel believes may 
still be alive and held by 
Iran. He said Hizbollah had 
lost track of Arad shortly 
after his capture, but 
promised “to help find out 
his whereabouts.” 

Iran denies holding Arad 

Despite the positive polit- 
ical climate spurred by the 
prisoner swap, Sheikh Nas- 
rallah said his group would 
not abandon its guerrilla 
war against Israeli troops 
occupying a border enclave 
in South Lebanon. 

“What happened yester- 
day has nothing to do with 
the our resistance opera- 
tions,” he said. tc We will 
continue our struggle until 
the enemy is out of 
Lebanon." 

Sheikh Nasrallah 

revealed Monday for the 
first time that both Fink and 
AJsheikh died within a few 
hours of their capture from 
wounds suffered in the 
ambush. 

The remains of 123 
Hizbollah guerrillas arrived 
on 17 trucks Monday to the 
Lebanese village Kfar Tib- 
niL Dozens of frenzied rel- 
atives leaped onto the 
trucks looking for the bod- 
ies of their loved ones. 
Some caskets were labelled 
with names but others bore 
only numbers, making veri- 
fication difficult 

(Continued on page 3) 
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U.N. arms experts leave Iraq, tension remains 

Iraqi oil exports could start in August , MEES reports 

BAGHDAD^genc^-At^rf r v . .isfoit uinrrioH hv I 


BAGHDAD (Agencies.) — A team of 
United Nations arms experts left 
Baghdad on Monday after Iraqi 
authorities again prevented them 
from entering sensitive sites. 

Iraq had blocked chief arms inspec- 
tor Nikita Smidovich and his 34 
experts from entering a site in the out- 
skirts of Baghdad and a U.N. source 
said the team's unscheduled departure 
was a signal that problems over 
access remained. 

“I am not sure he (Smidovich) did 
all that he had in mind given the 60- 
bour delay because of Iraq’s refusal to 
allow entry to the site." said the 
source, who declined to be named. 

Iraqi and UJV. sources confirmed 
that Mr. Smidovich and a few mem- 
bers of his team did make it to the site 
following a demand by the U.N. 
Security Council on Friday that 
Baghdad provide immediate and 
unconditional access. 

‘It was no immediate access. They 
found some solution but UNSCOM 
(U.N. Special Commission on Iraq) is 
not very happy,” the U.N. source said. 

He accused Iraq of backtracking on 
earlier promises not to block U.N. 
searches of materials and documents 
banned under the 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire. 

The Iraqis maintain that they did 
not prevent Mr. Smidovich from 
entering the site but barred his inspec- 
tors from using what they described 
as a ‘‘presidential highway" to reach 
it. 

They said they were still committed 
to a June 22 agreement UNSCOM's 
Chairman Rolf Ekeus signed with 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
granting U.N. inspectors immediate 
access to all sites in Iraq provided 
they fully respected Iraq's concerns 
over national sovereignty. 

Under the agreement only four 
UJM. arms experts are allowed to 
enter sites deemed as “sensitive” by 
Iraq and they should be accompanied 
by a senior official with a ministerial 
rank. 


Kuwait worried by 
Iraq military strength 

KUWAIT (R; — Iraq's- army has strengthened since its 1991 Gulf .war 
defeat and this worries Kuwait the Gulf state’s defence minister said in' 
remarks published on Monday. - 

. The minister, Sheikh Ahmad Hamoud Al-Sabah, told Al-Anba newspa- ■ 
per Kuwait had rebuilt 70 per cent of its military following its destruction 
and looting by Iraq during Baghdad's 1990-91 occupation. 

' Referring to Iraq’s army, he said: “Its situation now is much better than 
it was five years ago. They conduct training around Che year. Tlus force 
is still considered a major worry for US." 

Iraq invaded its small neighbour in August 1990 after months of quar- 
rels about the .border, oil policy and financial aid. AU.S.-Ied coalition lib- 
erated Kuwait in February 1991 . 

Sheikh Ahmad said Kuwait's 15, 000-strong armed forces had to make 
up for their limited size by buying advanced weaponry and training sol- 
diers to use them well. • 

“We need very qualified individuals.” he said. “We have to improve our 
army by depending on technology and advanced equipment to make up 
for small size.” 


Mr. Smidovich and three of his 
inspectors did enter one such site dur- 
ing their seven-day mission accompa- 
nied by General Dhaif Akbdul 
Majeed chairman of Iraq’s Military 
Industrialisation Commission. 

Mr. Ekeus had called off the inspec- 
tions when Iraqis insisted Mr. Smi- 
dovich could not use the highway. 

The U.N. source said the inspectors 
then split into two groups, one resum- 
ing spot searches of military sites and 
die other investigating how Iraq con- 
cealed information from them. 

Meanwhile, a specialist weekly 
published in Nicosia said Iraq could 
start exporting oil for the first time in 
six years in August under the Un- 
approved oil-for-food deal 

“The U.N. sanctions committee is 
expected to approve this week the 
guidelines for oil sales,” said the Mid- 
dle East Economic Survey (MEES.), 
adding that “barring unforeseen 
developments" oil sales would begin 
in August 

United Nations Secretary General 
Boutros Boutios-Ghali on Thursday 


approved an Iraqi plan for the distrib- 
ution of humanitarian aid. but MEES 
said the UN. chiefs “hands are tied” 
until the sanctions committe gives 
formal approval. 

The committee’s c hairman Tono 
Eitel told MEES that be expected the 
guidelines for oil sales and humani- 
tarian purchases to be approved this 
week. 

The Review added that Washington 
is insisting the sanctions committee 
be responsible for the faithful imple- 
mentation of the oil-for-food 

The deal, agreed between the U.N. 
and Iraq on May 20 under U.N. Res- 
olution 9S6. aims to alleviate the suf- 
fering of die Iraqi people from the 
effects of sanctions in place since the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Under the terms of the deal Iraq will 
be able to export up to two billion 
dollars worth of oil every six months 
in order to buy food and medicine. 
The process is to take place under 
strict international control. 

The distribution plan approved by 
Dr. Ghali, which followed an earlier 


plan rejected by Washington on June 
27. allocates spending of $1.52 billion 
on h umani tarian supplies for the first 
six months, said MEES. 

A further sum of around $200 mil- 
lion has been set aside for water, 
power, agriculture, education and 
sanitation projects, die Review added. 


Erbakan opposed to U.S. 
presence, Iraq says 

In Baghdad, an official newspaper 
said Monday it was convinced that 
new Turkish Prime Minister Necmet- 
tin Erbakan opposed the presence of 
U-S- forces in Turkey which provide 
cover for Kurdish rebels in northern 
Iraq. 

“Erbakan and many officials have 
repeated that Turkey’s interest is to 
set up good neighbourly ties with Iraq 
and that they plan to boost trade with 
Iraq following the U.N. oil-for-food 
deal,” the official AI Thawra newspa- 
per said. 

“Different Turkish government and 
opposition officials are increasingly 
opposed to the presence of American 
troops on Turkish soil,” AI Thawra 
said. 

“But Mrs. Albright does not want to 
understand this and think s Turkish 
politicians can close their eyes to the 
presence of these troops which threat- 
en the security of Turkey and neigh- 
bouring countries, particularly Iraq,” 
it said. 

Madeleine Albright the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations, 
said in Ankara Friday that Turkey and 
the United States had reached an 
agreement in principle to continue the 
operation dubbed “Provide Comfort" 

. The Turkish parliament is to review 
the mission involving allied forces in 
the next few days. 

On July 12 Iraq and Turkey signed 
a framework cooperation agreement 
after a Turkish delegation visited 
Baghdad. 
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A TRACTOR RUNS OVER A MAN IN A DAMASCUS SHOW: A 3.5-tonne trao 
tor runs over Terki Abn Hadeer, 47, during a show in Jaramana near Damascus 
Sunday. Mr. Abu Hadeer claims to have developed his strength by field exercises 
and has never seen a doctor (Reuters photo) 
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‘Palestinians going thirsty’ Birzeit University launches sustained archaeological 


HEBRON, West Bank <R) — 
Many Palestinians in ihe West 

ous leaving 

them thirsty all year round^a 
Palestinian water -fcxpert has 
said 

Nabil Sharif, chief Palestin- 
ian negotiator with Israel on 
water issues, on Monday said 
the most acute shortages were 
in the cities of Hebron, Beth- 
lehem and Jenin. 

“The water problem is seri- 
ous...in Hebron because of 
shortage of water sources and 
high consumption,” said Mr. 
Sharif. 

The state-owned Israeli 
water company Mekoroth 
supplies water to Hebron, 
which is under Israeli rule. 
The company continues to 
provide water to six major 
West Bank cities Israel hand- 
ed over to Palestinian rule in 
1 995. Water is one of the key 
issues in the currently sus- 
pended peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organisation (PLO). 

Last year Israel recognised 
the water rights of Palestini- 
ans under the Oslo II peace 
accord but no detailed agree- 


ment has yet been reached 
Israel delayed a planned 
tn^eplpypijeDt Un^ H^m for 
security reasons. Hebron is 
-the only West Bank Palestin- 
ian city with a Jewish settler 
population. Some 400 Jews 
live among more than 
100,000 Arabs. 

“There are also around 230 
villages out of a total 400 in 
the West Bank which are not 
connected to water pipelines 
and have no water,” Mr. 
Sharif told Reuters. 

“Some people in some areas 
still get water from springs in 
buckets and transfer them to 
their homes on horseback.” 

In Hebron, especially in the 
hilly areas, people can be seen 
canying buckets to fill water 
from nearby springs. 

An employee ai the Hebron 
municipality said people wait 
for days, sometimes weeks 
for their turn to buy water 
which is then sent to their 
homes in tanks. Each tank 
costs approximately $50 and 
lasts about a week. 

He said however, that Jew- 
ish settlers in Hebron had an 
abundance of water. 

"The settlers have swim- 


ming pools, the government 
sends them water tanks and 
their children play with water, 
while -we .qajn’t find .-water; JO. 
drinLUWe-«ven haver to «btty- 
water although we can't 
afford bread because of had 
economic conditions.” said 
the employee who did not 
want to be identified 

Water expert Taher 
Nassreddin said water con- 
sumption in Hebron reached 

22.000 cubic metres daily, but 
the actual quantity of water 
pumped to (he city, he said 
was about 5,000 cubic metres. 

“This is a very small quanti- 
ty of water for around 

100.000 people in Hebron, 
which is almost one quarter of 
their daily needs," Ml 
N assereddin told Reuters. 

An Israeli delegation from 
the left-wing Meretz Party 
brought four tanks of water to 
Hebron on Sunday to distrib- 
ute to Palestinians. “We came 
here today to show solidarity 
with the Palestinians and to 
fight the Israeli government’s 
policy of providing settlere 
with water at the expense of 
the Palestinians ” said Meretz 
member Yoel Vindberg. 
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THE PALESTINIAN Insti- 
tute of Archaeology at 
Birzeit University has 
marked a milestone in its 
plan to develop an indige- 
nous Palestinian archaeo- 
logical tradition by initiat- 
ing a long-term field pro- 
ject at Khiibet Birzeit, 
north of Ramallah in Pales- 
tine. 

The director of the insti- 
tute. Khaled Nashef, said 
on a visit to Amman earlier 
this week that the project’s 
first season this summer 
aims to excavate two small 
areas, conduct an environ- 
mental survey of the site, 
and make a preliminary 
examination of the stand- 
ing remains of the central 
structure. 

Though Palestinian 

scholars have conducted 
salvage excavations 

before, this project marks 
the first sustained, long- 


K^'P^eOTfiian scholarly 
.^effort to <9tplore the 
ancient history and culture 
of Palestine. The results of 
the dig will be published 
by the university, launch- 
ing a Palestinian tradition 
of publications based on 
the evaluation of primary 
data and original field- 
work. 

Dr. Nashef explains that 
the project still requires 
financial support to com- 
plete this first season. The 
institute raised $11,000 
and still seeks some 

$14,600 io fully fund the 
planned work. This sum- 
mer’s six-week season runs 
from July 13 to Aug. 21. 

Dr. Nashef lectured in 
Amman earlier this year 
upon the invitation of the 
Jordanian Friends of 

Archaeology Society 
(FoA), which is now final- 
ising a cooperation agree- 
ment with the Palestinian 
Institute of Archaeology 
(PIA) that will see both 


"institutions exchange: lec- 
ciltuers. raSsits ^publications 
andother sendees: • 

The Palestinian Institute 
of Archaeology's research 
programme at Khirbet 
Birzeit, thought to be the 
original location of Birzeit, 
is planned as a long-term 
project. In keeping with the 
general policy of PIA, the 
project emphasises envi- 
ronmental aspects much 
neglected in previous 
archaeological research. 
The project is one of the 
key elements of PLA's 
strategy to develop a 
research framework for its 
planned higher studies pro- 
gramme. 

Khirbet Birzeit is located 
in the vicinity of Birzeit, 
some seven kilometres 
north of Ramallah. At over 
800 metres above sea level, 
it has a commanding view 
of the surrounding ten-ain. 
It overlooks the ancient hill 
country to the coastal 
plain. Its archaeological 
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WEATHER 

^Pulk^&^li&l by the Depart- 
ment <ff Meteortitogy. 

Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail with northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate to active and seas calm. 


MinVMax. temp. 

Amman 13/30 

Aqaba 24/38 
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Jordan Valley 23/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 29, Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 43 per cent, 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 
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Urn Shut Hospital ..(09)986732 
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- remains indicate settlement 
-fioQitLithe Jron Age through 
the Ottoman period. The 
dominant and central fea- 
ture of the site is a 20- 
raetre-wide structure with 
two barrel-vaulted hails, 
some of the walls of which 
appear to have been forti- 
fied The structure was 
originally ascribed to a 
date not earlier than the 
Byzantine period, but sub- 
sequently believed to 
belong to Crusader times. 
It also appears that some 
Mamluk elements have 
been added to the original 
building. Other ruins on 
the summit include rock- 
tombs thought to date to 
the Iron Age. It has been 
suggested that there may 
be Iron Age occupation of 
the site, possibly under- 
neath the central structure. 

It is generally believed 
that Khirbet Birzeit repre- 
sents foe location of 
ancient Birzeit attested in 
foe Classical sources as 

• <»’.'• 
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Other Flights 
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14:30 Abu Dhabi. AI ‘Ain Mus- 
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20:45 
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01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL| 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Marks Airport 
(RW> 

20:30 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding to QAIA ) (RW) 

fflJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. A mm a n 8:00 ajn. every 
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v . - Berzefoo;; pr. Nashef. fold 
inntfie Jordan ‘-.Times./ liis ; 
"•'•assumption finds support ; 
in the fact that the modem 
village of Birzeit used to be 
called AI Mamsiyye (t), 
according to some of its ! 
older inhabitants. Accord- ! 
ing to Josephus. Berzecho j 
(reflecting Aramaic *Ber |i i 
Zetha), apparently cone-;, 
spending to Birzeit, is the 
place where Judas Mac- 
cabeus pitched his last 
camp before he was defeat- 
ed by foe Seleucid army in 
160 BC. The ori ginal 
report of First Book of the 
Maccabees diverges 
strongly from Josephus, 
presenting a set of prob- 
lems related to foe identifi- 
cation of ancient sites. 

Interested donors can 
contact foe institute at 
Birzeit University at fax 
972-2-9957656 or tele- 
phone 972-2-9982974. or 
by post at P.O. Box. 14, 
Birzeit, West Bank, Pales- 
tine. 


Monday 

A nr. Damascus 5:00 pun. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am 
every Sunday 

Ait. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


Upper/tawer price in fits per kg. ^ 

Apricot .850/500 
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Carrot - -,.-..13(V80 
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Peach .670/400 

Pepper foot) 340220 

Pepper (sweet) 320/220 

Potato 270/180 h 

Suing Bean. — 450/250 £• , 

Sweet melon .-190/140 : 

Tomato ..... 110/70 

Water melon ..110/70 
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Home News 



*JXl oI^ n r? ri I»f e S aSSa,1 ^S e RegenL » Sunday visits Ajloun and speaks to residents 
or the area. On the Crown Prince’s left is HRH Prince Rashid Ben AJ Hassan (Petra 
pnoto) 

Regent urges northern communities 
towards integrated land development 


AJLOUN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Sunday toured 
northern regions of the 
Kingdom and urged resi- 
dents to concentrate more 
on fanning and food pro- 
duction. 

Prince Hassan said care- 
ful planning is necessary in 
developing integrated pro- 
grammes that would be 
advantageous to the north- 
ern regions which includes 
the govemorates of Irbid, 
Mafraq, Jerash and Ajloun. 

Stressing the importance 
of comprehensive develop- 
ment, the Regent said u we 


have to direct our efforts 
towards the future and we 
should copy other coun- 
tries’ examples in planning 
development schemes to 
the year 2020 ” 

He cited the mountainous 
regions of Ajloun and the 
surrounding plains as prime 
areas for development. 

Praising teams of 
employees of the Minsitiy 
of Agriculture for their 
efforts to help develop the 
northern regions, the 
Regent said these staff 
members helped to encour- 
age residents of these com- 
munities towards sustain- 


able land use. 

The Regent announced 
that in September Jordan 
will organise a scientific 
week dedicated to land use, 
methods and applications. 
He said the meeting will 
discuss issues pertaining to 
soil, land surveys, areas of 
agricultural land and other 
relevant questions. 

During Sunday’s tour, the 
Regent met student groups 
involved in the A1 Hussein 
Summer Camps in . the 
Ajloun district and was 
briefed on their activities. 


Israel lifts blockade 


(Continued from page J) 

leadershipL of the previous 
Israeli government of Shi- 
mon Peres. 

“It is very important to go 
back to the negotiations as 
so6n as possible and riot 
waste time, 7:,i Inteniational 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 
Shaath told AFP. 

“We will ask the Israeli 
government to implement 
the agreement, mainly 
redeploying immediately 
from Hebron, continue 
releasing prisoners” and 
continue the Israeli with- 
drawal on the West Bank, 
he added. 

The redeployment from 
Hebron, already four 
months behind schedule, is 
seen as a key test of new 
Israeli Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
commitment to peace. 

Under the September 
1995 accord signed bet- 
ween the PLO and the pre- 
vious Labour-led Israeli 
government four-fifths of 
the town, where 400 settlers 
-live among 120,000 Pales- 
tinians, are to be handed 
back to Palestinian control. 

Mr. Arafat will also insist 
on an end to continued Jew- 
ish settlement in the West 
Bank and the right of Pales- 
tinian institutions to exist in 
Jerusalem, Dr. Shaath said. 

‘What we want is that at 
this stage no procedures are 
taken that might jeopardise 
our rights. We want to make 
sure that everything we 
have agreed in previous 
negotiations is not violat- 
ed,” Dr. Shaath added. 


“Peace and settlements 
cannot exist side-by-side 
and it looks like Israel 
wants to turn peace into a 
one-side status quo which 
means damaging the princi- 
ples of the peace process 

The last stages* of' the 
Israeli -Palestinian ..negotia- 
tions are due to determine 
tile final status of the terri- 
tories, tiie fete of the settle- 
ments and the right of 
return of Palestinian 
refugees. 

But Mr. Arafat has been 
alarmed by Mr. Netan- 
yahu’s refusal to consider 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state or to discuss the divi- 
sion of Jerusalem, the east- 
ern sector of which has 
been annexed by Israel but 
is claimed by the Palestini- 
ans as a capital. 


Israel thanks Iran 


(Continued from page 1) 

The coffins were taken to 
a Beirut suburb, where they 

were laid in a mosque in 
preparation for a mass bur- 
ial Tuesday. 

Many of the prisoners 
freed Sunday and Monday 
pledged to rejoin guerrilla 
ranks and fight against 
Israel. 

‘We’ll fight against 
Israel once, twice and three 
times until its occupation of 
South Lebanon is eliminat- 
ed,” Ali Saad, 30, told the 
Associated Press after his 
release. 

Meanwhile, former 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres admined for the 
first time that the Jewish 
state had had indirect con- 


tacts with its arch-enemy 
Iran. 

“We had indirect contacts 
with Iran via Germany,” he 
told Israel Radio referring 
to the unprecedented pris- 
oner and body swap carried 
out Sunday. 

But Mr. Peres warned “it 
is difficult to negotiate with 
Iran, because in this coun- 
try there are two sources of 
power which each hold 
budgets, and their own 
armed forces. The prime 
ministers' government on 
one hand and the religious 
authorities on the other.” 

He also said that Europe's 
policy of maintaining trade 
ties with Iran has failed to 
moderate the regime in 
Tehran. 


More bodies 
found 

(Continued from page 1) 
has been frustrated because 
investigators are not hear- 
ing any telltale “pings” that 
are emitted from the dev- 
ices, which record cockpit 
conversations and vital 
flight data. That could me- 
an they are buried or cov- 
ered by debris. 

Mr. Francis said Monday 
that the search for the sig- 
nal from the boxes was 
being temporarily suspend- 
ed so workers could focus 
on retrieving the fuselage. 
The equipment used to 
look for the main piece of 
wreckage interferes with 
the electronics of the 
device needed to locate the 
signal from the boxes. 
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Middle Eastern, African panel start work 
on socio-economic, population issues 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A meeting of 
African and Middle Eastern 
parliamentarians concern- 
ing socio-economic and 
population issues plaguing 
their nations Monday 
opened with a call from 
House Speaker Saad Hayel 
Srour for combined efforts 
to help resolve these prob- 
lems. 

The steering committee, 
created by deputies from 
Africa and the Middle Easr 
at a meeting in Cairo in 
1994, is concerned with 
resolving population and 
development problems. 

The bead of the Jordanian 
delegation to the meeting, 
Deputy Samir Habashneh, 
told the session that Jor- 
dan's high fertility rate is an 
urgent problem. 

He said lack of family 
planning is resulting in 
imbalances between the 
population and natural 
resources and thus require 
immediate attention. 

* Mr. Habashneh told the 
Jordan Tunes that the steer- 
ing committee is expected 
to take a decision on the 
final draft of its constitution 
which will be declared at an 
evening press conference 
today. 

He added that on the 
national level, Jordan is 
taking steps towards estab- 
lishing a national commit- 
tee that would look into 
population and develop- 
ment problems in the coun- 
try. and would work in con- 
junction with the multi- 
national steering commit- 
tee. 

The major aims of the 



House Speaker Saad Hayel Srour and Deputy Samir Habashneh welcome participants to the first Middle Eastern- 
African parliamentary meeting on socio-economic development (Petra photo) 


parliamentary committee, 
Mr. Habashneh said, are the 
promotion of Arab and 
African parliamentary 
activities in socio-econom- 
ic fields and the expansion 
of regional parliamentary 
cooperation. 

House Speaker Srour, on 
the other hand, drew a com- 
parison between African 
and Arab countries citing 
how both regions face com- 


mon problems regarding 
development, population, 
social and economic ques- 
tions, high fertility rates 
and other difficulties that 
tend to aggravate the prob- 
lems of poverty and unem- 
ployment and reduce the 
quality of services. 

"Jordan has taken the ini- 
tiative on working towards 
a comprehensive Middle 
East peace which can create 


the atmosphere for its peo- 
ple to assume the task of 
socio-economic integration 
and progress and create 
regional markets that in 
turn would help end back- 
wardness, poverty, illitera- 
cy and unemployment,” Mr 
Srour said. 

He said Jordan's parlia- 
ment plays a pivotal role in 
promoting democracy and 
public freedoms without 


which, he stressed, 
progress in various fields 
cannot be achieved. 

The Speaker said Jordan's 
Parliament seeks closer 
cooperation with parlia- 
ments in the region in order 
to resolve common devel- 
opmental problems. 

The committee consists 
of delegates from 12 Arab 
and African countries 
including Jordan. 



Haiti Oweiss 


Hani 
O weiss 
laid to rest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hani 
Oweiss, Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Health, 
was laid to rest in Amman 
Monday. 

Dr. Oweiss, who battled a 
serious illness for the last 
four months was 55. 

He had served in several 
Ministry of Health posi- 
tions before his appoint- 
ment as secretary general. 
During his absence. Dr. 
Hashem Jaddou' of the 
Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology was 
assigned to take over his 
responsibilities. 

Dr. Oweis is survived by 
his wife and five children. 


RJ chief says Arab airline^ need 
to upgrade human ^resources t' :. 

AACO training meeting 
takes look at competition 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
President Nader Dahabi 
Monday opened a two- 
day meeting of the Arab 
Air Carriers Organisa- 
tion (AACO) Training 
and Development Com- 
mittee by stressing the 
importance of develop- 
ing human resources of 
the Arab airlines in order 
to help them cope with 
strong competition in the 
commercial airline 
industry. 

Mr. Dahabi said com- 
petition from foreign air- 
lines and airline 
alliances make it impera- 
tive that optimum effi- 
ciency be guaranteed in 
order for Arab airlines to 
meet ever increasing 
demands from passen- 
gers and other clients. 

According to Mr. 
Dahabi, the opening of a 
training centre in 
Amman for employees 
of 18 Arab airlines, 
including RJ, as well as 
the recent opening in 
Amman of a regional 
office of the 


International Air Trans- 
port. Assocation (IAEA) 
demonstrates that Jordan 
is increasingly looked 
upon by the international 
community as a country 
which can boast stability 
and security. 

The planned training 
centre will be financed 
by the European Union 
(EU). 

Mr. Dahabi pledge 
RJ’s complete assistance 
in facilitating the activi- 
ties and services of 
AACO and other Arab 
airlines, and would make 
available its own facili- 
ties to train Arab airline 
employees. 

The AACO tomorrow 
is expected to sign an 
agreement with the EU 
to establish the perma- 
nent training centre in 
Amman, at an estimated 
cost of $7 50,000. 

Meanwhile training is 
to start at a temporary 
location by October. 
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• Concert fry the New ; GeneiratH» gjufr 
Folklore at the S ou'th Theatre** ^ *p. -r 

•Performance of Syrian 

of Hafabi Qudud at ArtimesT^eafre at 

. ^rformance bytile Jordanian ®ned 

Band, the NiieBandof 

Band, the Aqaba Youth Centre, 

tre, andSharaf Banda* at 

* Children’s play “Once .Upon A Time (Arawcj at 

Grada Theatre at 7:30 pan. ; - 
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• Poetry recital by SamihAi Qasim/AlfAJFazram^d 
GitafiAl Dhibah at Darat A1 Fonun, Jabal Weibdeh 
(6:30 pjtn* - 8:30 p-m.)* 

POETRY RECITAL 

• Poetry recital by Murid AIBarghouti at Abdul 
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•Jordanlanfilm^AD Eastern Thle* at Abdal Hameed 
Shuman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 7z30 p.nL 


Alle Deutschen 

mit standigem Wohnsitz in 
Jordanien sind zu einem 
Empfang in der Deutschen 
Residenz anlaBlich des 
offiziellen Jordanien-Besuchs 
von Frau Bundestagsprasidentin 
Professor Dr. Rita SiiGmuth 
am 

Donnerstag, 25. Juli 1996, 
von 20.00 bis 22.00 Uhr 
herzlich eingeladen. 
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By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — A man and 
his two children Monday 
were killed and two pedes- 
trians were injured when a 
water tanker over-jumped 
an island on a road in Mad- 
aba yesterday. 

The father, Suleiman 
Musa Marei (38) and his 
children Hamzeh (6) and 
Sawsan (14) were riding 
on top of the tanker with 
another child (also a 
daughter of Mr. Marei). 

The third child suffered 
only minor injuries. 

The truck driver, Sadiq 
Hassan Mohammad (62), a 
Sudanese, carried no dri- 
ving licence, and his vehi- 
cle bore no licence plates, 
according to Madaba 
police. He escaped with 
no injuries, the police 
said. 

According to a Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) official, the driver 
of the truck lost control of 
his vehicle. 

The truck rolled over 


Wiling Marei and two of 
his children, the official 
told the Jordan Times 

Police said the injured 
are being treated at Mada- 
ba hospital. 

The injured are reported 
to be in stable condition. 

Four other people were 
Wiled Sunday morning in a 
road accident that involved 
a rental car and a truck 
near Swaqa prison on the 
Desert Highway. 

A CDD spokesman said 
the dead were three Jorda- 
nians: two brothers, Jamil 
(32) and Hamed (36) Attal- 
lah Laimoun and their 
cousin, Ali Abdullah 
Laimoun (26), and a Saudi 
citizen, Hazem Ali Shabra- 
mi (32); all four victims 
were riding in the rented 
car. 

The CDD spokesman 
said the driver of the rental 
car was speeding in the 
direction of Amman . 

He said the driver lost 
control of the vehicle, 
overshot the dividing 
island and collided with an 
oncoming truck. 
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4 World News 
Burmese minister: Gatherings 


at Suu Kyi’s house is legal 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 23, 1996 


JAKARTA (R) — Weekly 
gatherings at the home of 
Burmese democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi are legal 
as long as they are peaceful 
and no papers are dissemi- 
nated. Burma’s Foreign 
Minister Ohn Gyaw said 
Monday. 

“According to the law in- 
troduced on June 7. the ga- 
therings in front of her 
house "ore not against the 
law. Drafting a parallel con- 
stitution is against the law," 
he told a news conference 
on the sidelines of the 
ASEAN regional security 
forum. 

Ms. Suu Kyi was released 
in July 1995 from six years 
house arrest. She has met 
with leaders of her National 
League for Democracy 
fNLD) almost daily since 
then, but the gatherings out- 
side her gate grew so large 
she now addresses the pub- 
lic only on weekends. 

“If there are certain at- 
tempts to distribute papers 
or groups protesting this 
and that, for the sake of law 
and order that will have to 
be answered," Mr. Ohn 
Gyaw said. He did not spec- 
ify what kind of papers he 
meant. 

“But gathering in front of 
the house and listening to 
whatever talk is going on is 
not an offense,” he said. 

In May the Nobel Peace 
Prize winner called a meet- 
ing of the NLD and the mil- 
itary government arrested 
nearly 250 party members 
in an attempt to prevent it. 
The congress was held in 
her lakeside compound 
despite the arrests. 



Burmese opposition leader and 1991 Nobel Peace lau- 
reate Aung San Suu Kyi addresses the crowd outside 
her Rangoon house Sunday. Thousands of people 
attended the regular weekend gathering which went on 
without interference from ruling military government 
(Reuter photo) 


Mr. Ohn Gyaw said the 
May crackdown was to pre- 
vent the NLD from holding 
a convention to draft a “par- 
allel constitution." 

A national convention 
carefully screened by Bur- 
ma's generals has been 
drafting a new constitution 


since January 1993 that 
would enshrine a leading 
role in government for the 
military under a president 
and a bicameral legislature. 

Me. Ohn Gyaw also said 
that Leo Nichols, an hon- 
orary consul for several 
Scandinavian countries, had 


died in custody on June 22 
because of something he 
are. 

Nichols, who was close to 
Ms. Suu Kyi and was a 
Burmese citizen, are some- 
thing that “was not compat- 
ible with his health. He col- 
lapsed, was sent to die hos- 
pital and passed away," he 
said. 

The European Union (EU) 
Monday expressed its con- 
cerns to the Rangoon gov- 
ernment over the situation 
in Burma but agreed to fur- 
ther dialogue, Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring said. 

Mr. Spring, as chairman 
of the EU council of minis- 
ters, met Mr. Ohn Gyaw for 
just under 30 minutes as 
part of the ASEAN Regio- 
nal Forum (ARFj taking 
place this week in Jakarta. 

The EU in a July 5 decla- 
ration said it was “deeply 
concerned at the continued 
deterioration of the political 
situation in Burma." 

“I conveyed the views of 
the European Union based 
on the declaration of the 5th 
of July and we had an 
exchange of views based on 
that " Mr. Spring told re- 
porters following the meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Spring said the meet- 
ing had been “a useful op- 
portunity to have a dialogue 
between the EU and Bur- 
ma” and he spoke of the 
possibility of further meet- 
ings. 

He said the EU would not 
oppose Burma's entry into 
the ARF, which holds a for- 
mal session Tuesday. 


Taiwan will not use force in 
island dispute with Japan 


Pakistan 
airport 
bomb kills 

TAIPEI (Afp) “ Taiwan will try to settle a Chou ; Ching-Chun, chairman of. the- spGi- , :q • • - ■ ■ _ -i o* 
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— At least eight people 

were killed and 13 injured 
Monday when a bomb 


'"'a Foreign Ministry official said Monday. 

“The government will by peaceful means 
continue to communicate and negotiate 
with Japan with dignity over the issue." 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Rock Leng 
told reporters here. 

Taiwan Governor James Soong said 
Sunday that China should use its military 
force to deter foreign claims on Chinese ter- 
ritory instead of menacing Taiwan. 

However, he backtracked Monday, say- 
ing: “If the Chinese Communists are deter- 
mined to uphold the integrity of Chinese 
territory, they should show certain reac- 
tions, but this does not mean I support set- 
tlement of the dispute by irrational and non- 
peaceful means.” 

Nationalistic outcry over Japan’s owner- 
ship claim over the Diaoyu Islands in the 
East China Sea, referred to in Japanese as 
the Senkaku Group, has been growing since 
a right-wing Japanese group built a light- 
house on one of the rocky islets. 

The Diaoyu Group consists of 6.3 square 
kilometres of rocky islets and is located 102 
nautical miles northeast of Taiwan and 240 
nautical miles west of Japan's Okinawa. 

Tokyo has claimed the islands, which are 
believed to be rich in hydrocarbons and fall 
within its 200-nautical mile exclusive eco- 
nomic zone, but this has been disputed by 
both Taiwan and China. 

The cautious approach came after 
demands by deputies in Taiwan's National 
Assembly for the government to “use its fist 
to take back the islands,” and a local right- 
wing group's protest in front of Japan's rep- 
resentative office here. 

Legislator Liu Yi-Teh asked the govern- 
ment during an assembly session Monday 
for the formation of a “volunteer force" to 
take back the islands, gaining support from 
his peers. 

Dozens of members and supporters of the 
far-right Society of Patriotism in one mind 
demonstrated in front of the Interchange 
Association, which represents Japanese 
interests here in the absence of diplomatic 
relations. 


Mr. Chou burned a Japanese flag and read 
a protest letter addressed to an official at the 
office. 

“The building of the lighthouse on our 
territory is obviously a revival of military 
expansionism in Japan," the letter said. 

“If Japan fails to check this, we will join 
people in Hong Kong and Macau to stage a 
large-scale protest at Japan's general con- 
sulate office in Hong Kong," the letter 
added. 

Growing nationalism has spread to 
Taiwan’s fishermen with the Keelung and 
Nanfangao fishing unions saying they 
planned to mobilise a flotilla to fish the 
waters around the disputed islands and 
challenge Tokyo's sovereignty claim. They 
called on the government to sent Marine 
Police to protect their “legal fishing 
actions.” 

Mr. Leng said his ministry has not been 
informed of the fishermen's plans, adding 
that if their action provoked a Japanese 
reaction then “the government has no way 
to stop it or to prevent it." 

Interior Minister Lin Feng-Cheng, how- 
ever. told reporters separately that his min- 
istry would assign Marine Police to work 
with the Council of Agriculture in escorting 
the fishermen if the flotilla goes ahead. 

Mr. Lin called on parliament to quickly 
pass a law to enforce a 200-nautical mile 
economic zone. 

He also said he had not received any 
information on a plan by officials in north- 
eastern Ilan county,, to which Taipei has 
granted jurisdiction over the islands, to 
send a work force to demolish the light- 
house. 

Pro-China teachers in Hong Kong braved 
a tropical storm to march to Japan’s con- 
sulate Monday, delivering a protest ‘les- 
son" about Tokyo’s claims to the disputed 
Diaoyu Islands, which Beijing says are 
Chinese. 

With shouts of “Japanese go home," the 
action by a small group of local teachers 
was the latest episode in a growing territor- 
ial row over the islands. 


Angolan deminers uncover killing fields 


SO YO, Angola (R) — The 
remains of more than 50 
possible massacre victims 
have been found in nor- 
thern Angola during mine- 
clearing operations and 
hundreds more could still 
be unearthed, an official of 
a demining company said. 

Anacleto Texeira. 

regional director of the 
company Teleservices, told 
Reuters during a visit to 
the area over the weekend 
that local residents 

believed the re-mains were 
victims of massacres du- 
ring the civil war, 

“We began finding the 
skeletons three weeks 
ago,” he said. More than 


50 were found, including 
20 last Thursday, he added. 

“As we open up the area 
we are finding more and 
more. The local population 
has told us about 500 peo- 
ple were executed here, 
mostly police and civil- 
Mans. 

"People say they could 
not come close to the 
dump because of the smell 
(of rotting bodies),” Mr. 
Texeira said. 

A local resident told 
Reuters the remains could 
be those of government 
supporters caught in the 
area when it was overrun 
by rebel UNITA guerrillas 
in May 1993. 


The remains are being 
found in a field at Rwanda 
Base, a residential and ad- 
ministrative zone for fo- 
reign oil companies wor- 
king in the Soyo region on 
the border with Zaire. 

Teleservices workers 
found a cargo container in 
the area which they said 
appeared to have been 
used as a torture chamber. 
It has II rubber nooses 
suspended from the ceiling 
and names are scribbled on 
the walls. 

In the area that has been 
cleared of mines, small 
piles of human bones and 
skulls have been gathered 
and are marked with flags. 


exploded in a passenger 
lounge at Lahore Interna- 
tional Airport, in the ninth 
terror attack in Pakistan in 
little more than three 
months, police said. 

Ambulances were taking 
casualties to hospital, wit- 
nesses at the airport said. 

“The blast was caused by 
a bomb.” a police official 
said, adding that according 
to preliminary information 
the device had been left in 
the lounge in a bag close to 
the civil aviation office, as 
domestic passengers wait- 
ed for a flight. 

“I heard an ear-splitting 
blast and saw screaming 
people scrambling out. 
their clothes soaked in 
blood," said a taxi driver, 
Abdul Jab bar. who was at 
the airport to pick up pas- 
sengers. 

A security official said 
the lounge was littered with 
pieces of human flesh and 
limbs following the explo- 
sion. 

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
the explosion, the first at an 
airport in the country after 
a series of blasts since the 
middle of April that have 
claimed more than 80 lives. 

Previous attacks have tar- 
geted passenger buses, a 
railway station, a hospital 
and small hotels — all in 
the densely-populated cen- 
tral province of Punjab. 

The previous explosion 
occurred at a railway sta- 
tion in the industrial city of 
Faislabad on July S, claim- 
ing two lives and injuring 
30 people. 

A bomb exploded on 
April 14 at a cancer hospi- 
tal in Lahore run by crick- 
eter-turn ed-politici an 
Imran Khan, killing six 
people. An explosion 
aboard a bus at Bhai Phero 
near Lahore on April 23 
left 52 people dead. 

Eight people died in a bus 
blast in Sheikhupura on 
May S and one person was 
killed when a bomb ex- 
ploded at a post office in 
Lahore on May 26. 

On June 10, eight people 
were killed in three simul- 
taneous blasts in Gujran- 
wala district, while two 
died in a bus explosion 
Kharaian town on June 1 6. 



Russian Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin gestures inviting Alexander Lebed, 
secretary of the Russian Security Council, to take a seat prior to their meeting 
Monday. Gen. Lebed is expected to visit breakaway Cbechenya possibly this week, 
according to reports (Reuter photo) 

Weather halts Russian air 
attack on Chechen village 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Bad 
weather halted a new round 
of bombardments by Rus- 
sian warplanes on separatist 
rebel positions around the 
southeastern Chechen vil- 
lage of Shatoi Monday, the 
Russian command said. 

Russian troops launched a 
massive offensive Saturday 
on what commanders said 
was a base of between 250 
and 300 rebel guerrillas 
high up in the southern 
mountain region of the re- 
public. 

Separatists say they have 
between 100 and 150 fight- 
ers in the area. 

Forces command, quoted 
by ITAR-TASS, said air 
attacks had been largely 
suspended Monday because 
of rain and fog, but said 
ground troops were carry- 
ing out reconnaissance and 
regrouping for a new as- 
sault. 

Vladimir Shamanov, who 
. commands Defence Minis- 
utiy troops- 'in -’Cbechenya, 

. .said the militeryu objective 
was to push separatists fur- 
ther into the mountains and 
create “intolerable condi- 
tions’ 1 for them. 

Both sides claim to have 
inflicted heavy losses over 
the weekend, though casu- 
alty figures could not be 
verified. 

Russian planes have been 
bombarding mountain vil- 
lages in Cbechenya over the 
past two weeks in violation 
of a fragile ceasefire which 
has theoretically been in 
force since June 1. 

The war has claimed an 
estimated 40,000 lives, 
mostly civilians, since Mos- 
cow sent its troops to the 
republic in December 1994 
to crush an independence 
movement. 


Fighting also broke out 
Sunday in the village of 
Aguishbatoi, near the rebel 
stronghold of Vedeno. dur- 
ing “passport check opera- 
tions," Russian comman- 
ders said Monday. 

They said troops des- 
troyed a lorry carrying 
arms, an ammunition dump 
and an anti-aircraft rocket 
launcher belonging to sepa- 
ratist guerrillas. 

Forces command, quoted 
by ITAR-TASS, said two 
Russian troops died and 
seven were injured in the 
operation. 

Between Tuesday and Fri- 
day, Russian forces rained 
bombs on the regions of 
Shatoi, Itum-Khale, Mekh- 
kety and Vedeno, all still 
under separatist control. 

The villages in the south- 
eastern mountains are the 
last bastions of the sepa- 
ratists and many of their 
inhabitants have fled the 
bombing. 

...Both -sides, .have, also .. 
accused [ the other cjf, planti- 
ng mines in conflict zones 
in the republic. Two Rus- 
sian soldiers died Sunday 
near Achkhoi-Martan in 
western Chechenya in a 
mine blast. Interfax report- 
ed. 

Meanwhile Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyr- 
din met security supremo 
Alexander Lebed Monday 
for talks on Chechenya, 
national security and the 
social and economic situa- 
tion. Interfax News Agency 
said. 

The agency gave no de- 
tails of the talks, held 
against a background of 
renewed fighting in break- 
away Chechenya since Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin won a 
second term on July 3. 


The meeting between Mr. 
Chernomyrdin and Gen. 
Lebed has attracted particu- 
lar interest because of me- 
dia reports of rivalry bet- 
ween them as Mr. Yeltsin, 
recovering from the strain 
of an election campaign, 
stays out of the public eye. 

Gen. Lebed, brought into 
the Kremlin by Mr. Yeltsin 
as secretary of the powerful 
Russian Security Council 
on June IS, has suggested 
he would like the post of 
vice-president revived and 
has claimed a role in over- 
seeing economic policy. 

But Mr. Chernomyrdin, 
prime minister since 
December 1992 and the per- 
son who constitutionally 
would take over temporari- 
ly if Mr. Yeltra was incapac- 
itated, has dismissed the 
idea of reviving the vice- 
presidency and said he will 
not surrender any of his 
own powers. 

He has also dismissed 
repeated forecasts, by Gen. 
Lebed ^of an approaching 0 i 
financial* crisis in Russia 
this autumn. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, who is at 
sanatorium undergoing me- 
dical tests after a tiring cam- 
paign for reelection, has 
named Mr. Chernomyrdin 
to continue as prime minis- 
ter in his second term. 

He will require approval 
for this from the State Du- 
ma, the parliamentary lower 
house in which his Commu- 
nist adversaries have a 
strong representation. 

Interfax said Mr. Yeltsin, 
to be inaugurated in office 
on August 9, bad discussed 
formation of a new govern- 
ment with Constitutional 
Court Chairman Vladimir 
Tumanov Monday, but gave 
no details. 


Japanese health minister emerges 
as front-runner in leadership poll 

of tbe positive respo 
es. Morihiro Hosokoi 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japa- 
nese Health and Welfare 
Minister Naoto Kan is 
the most popular choice 
as a future prime minis- 
ter, garnering nearly 
two-thirds more support 
than incumbent Ryu ta- 
ro Hashimoto in a news- 
paper poll. 

But tne poll, published 
by the Asahi Shimbun 
over the weekend, also 
found continued wide- 
spread apathy towards 
Japanese politics with 
69 per cent of respon- 
dents failing to name 
anyone as a likely leader 
in the future. 

Of the 31 per cent of 
respondents who man- 
aged to name somebody, 
almost a third picked 
Mr. Kan, a deputy from 
the smallest coalition 
partner, the New Party 
Sakigake, who has dec- 
lared war on adminis- 
trative bungling in 
AIDS cases. 

While Mr. Kan, 49, 
gained the support of 30 
per cent of the 714 peo- 
ple who were able to 
name a future political 
leader, only 18 per cent 
supported Mr. Hashi- 
moto, who heads the 
Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty (LDP), the biggest 
coalition partner. 

Tbe poll coincided 
with an article in the 
weekly magazine Aera 


published Monday 
wbich described Mr. 
Kan as “outstanding'* in 
terms of his popularity. 

Aera noted that the 
media had annotated 
Mr. Kan as the <,: person 
to shoulder the next gen- 
eration of Japanese pol- 
itics" while young com- 

S employees had 
d him as the ideal 
boss. “Young people 
who have shown little 
interest in society are 
now starting to say they 
want to vote for some- 
one like Mr. Kan,” it 
said. 

Ichiro Ozawa, tbe 
head of the opposition 
New Frontier Party, 
who has been widely 
criticised for his arro- 
gant manner, was a dis- 
tant third, eqjoying the 
support of only nine 


e per 

cent of those answering 
positively to the poll. 

He was followed close- 
ly by Sakigake member 
of parliament Yu bio 
Hatoyama, who has 
been trying to set up a 
new party with anti- 
Ozawa elements of the 
New Frontier Party and 
won an approval rating 
of seven per cent 

Former Prime Minis- 
ter Tsntomu Hata, who 
ran against Mr. Ozawa 
in the opposition party’s 
leadership election last 
year, won four per cent 


ms- 
owa, 

another former premier 
from the New Frontier 
Party, won two per cent 
support, as did former 
LDP minister Junichiro 
Koizumi. 

The poll, which sur- 
veyed 3,000 elegible vot- 
ers across Japan, also 
found 61 per cent of the 
2,277 respondents did 
not support a return to 
stagie-party rule by the 
conservative LDP, 
which ran Japan for 38 
years until 1993. 

At the same time, how- 
ever, only 32 per cent of 
all respondents support- 
ed the current coalition 
between the LDP, Saki- 
gake and the left-wing 
Social Democratic Par- 
ty, with 50 per cent say- 
ing they wanted to see a 
new government. 

Some 55 per cent of 
repondents expressed 
interest in the next gen- 
eral election, which has 
to be held by tbe middle 
of next year. 

Bnt 41 per cent of the 
respondents said they 
were not interested. 

In addition, the calling 
of an early election was 
opposed by 55 per cent 
of all respondents and 
supported by only 33 
per cent, the newspaper 
said. 


Japanese boy, 14, 
starts lone Pacific 
sailing bid 

TOKYO (R) — A 14-year- 
old Japanese boy set sail 
from Tokyo Monday bid- 
ding to become the 
youngest person to make a 
solo crossing of the Pacific 
Ocean. Subaru Takahashi, 
from Shirone in central 
Japan, hopes to make die 
8,288 kilometres voyage 
from Tokyo Bay to San 
Francisco in 50 days. His 
nine-metre yacht Advan- 
tage is stocked with food 
and water for 60 days and 
equipped with a system to 
locate its position via satel- 
lite. Takahashi began ca- 
noeing at the age of five 
and took up sailing when 
he was 10. “Nobody who 
has known Subaru since his 
childhood will be surprised 
to hear of the trans-Pacific 
voyage,” his father Hiroo 
Takahashi told reporters at 
a departure ceremony for 
the voyage. 

Everest widow 
gives birth to baby 
giri 

WELLINGTON (R) — 
The widow of New Zea- 
land climber Rob Hall, 
who died in a blizzard near 
the summit of Mount 
Everest, has given 'birth to 
his baby daughter, friends 
said Monday. Hall’s wife 
Jan Arnold spoke to him by 
a phone and radio link as 
he lay dying of exposure 
and frostbite in May near 
the top of the world's high- 
est mountain. She said at 
the time she was comforted 
that Hall knew the sex of 
the baby and that the two of 
them had chosen a name. 
Friend Betty Monteath said 
the baby, born Sunday, 
would be called Sarah. 
Hail. 35. the only non- 
Sherpa to climb Everest 
five times, had stayed at 
the rear of his party to 
assist a struggling fellow 
climber, who also perished. 

No sniolong for 
^Vietnam’s arrried 
forces 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam 
said Wednesday it had 
issued an order aimed at 
stamping out smoking by 
members of its armed 
forces. A directive issued 
by defence minister. Gene- 
ral Doan Khue, said smok- 
ing by large numbers of 
military personnel was 
having a direct influence 
on health and the environ- 
ment LTnder the new direc- 
tive servicemen will be 
encouraged to give up the 
habit voluntarily, while 
smoking in canteens, work- 
shops, offices and at parties 
will be banned outright. 
The measures, published in 
the official army newspa- 
per, include a compilation 
of lists of names of service- 
men who pledge to give up. 
Vietnam boasted one of the 
world’s largest armies dur- 
ing the 19S0s, but Western 
estimates of the country’s 
military today put the total 
number of personnel at 
572,000. 


Infant drowns as 
mother plays 
Pachinko 

TOKYO (AFP) — A four- 
year-old Japanese boy basal 
died after falling into a 
waterway while his mother 
was playing Pachinko pin- 
ball. police said Monday. A 
police spokesman said the 
30-year-old mother noticed 
her son was missing after 
playing Pachinko for near- 
ly four hours in Mobara 
cast of Tokyo. His body 
was found in the waterway 
□ear the Pac hinko parlour 
late Sunday, he said. Since 
April last year, at least 30 
children have reportedly 
died after being abandoned 
by their Pachinko-playing 
parents. The popular game 
of luck involves shooting a 
metal ball down through a 
vertical maze of metal pins- 
In their attempt to win 
prizes which can be fex- 
changed for cash, many 
Japanese spend several ^ 
hours a day in Pachinko 
parlours. Such establish- ^ 
ments are usually located 
near railway stations and 
on major highways across 
Japan. 
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3!hH y 62 * 1 ®* e ^ lts ' displaced camp of Bngendana which was attacked early by Hutu rebels 

who killed some 300 mostly women and children (Renter photo) 

Burundi to bury massacred Tutsis, expels refugees 


NAIROBI (R) — Burundi 
was in national mourning 
Monday for more than 300 
massacred Tutsis. the latest 
victims of ethnic war in the 
Central African country. 

Prime Minister Antoine 
Nduwayo announced a 
week-long period of mourn- 
ing during which flags will 
fly at half- mas L 

The army meanwhile 
stepped up forced expul- 
sions of thousands of Rwan- 
dan Hutu refugees. 

A mass funeral for the 
Tutsis, killed at Bungen- 
dana in the central Gitega 
region Saturday in an attack 
blamed on Hutu rebels, will 
be held on Tuesday, the pre- 
mier’s office said 

Anti-Hutu feelings rose in 
the capital Bujumbura, 
where thousands of Tutsis 
took to the streets Sunday to 
protest against the massacre 
of the 304 Ttitsis. 

President Sylvestre Nti- 
bantunganya, a Hutu- broke 
his silence, and condemned 
dte'kiffiftgs^nday night. 1 • 
-.^“This- fcrargedy adds fa 


what has been happening to 
the Burundian people at an 
increasing rate since March 
this year,” Mr. Ntibantun- 
ganya said in a broadcast 
monitored in Nairobi. 

“Those who perpetrate the 
massacres cl aim they are 
fighting for the restoration 
of democracy or rehabilita- 
tion of the Hutu ethnic 
group. 

“But who can support the 
idea that the elderly people, 
women and children target- 
ed by the criminals consti- 
tute the real obstacle to 
democracy and rehabilita- 
tion of all components of 
the Burundian nation with- 
out discrimination?” he 
said 

The exiled Hutu rebel 
National Council for the 
Defence of Democracy 
(CNDD) has been blamed 
for the attack it has denied 
responsibility. 

CNDD and its armed 
wing FDD {Forces for the 
Defence of Democracy) are 


dominated army with grow- 
ing success. 

In another twist to the 
central African, aid workers 
said Burundi's Tutsi-domi- 
nated army continued ex- 
pulsions of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees overnight. 

They said Ephraim Kabai- 
ja, a senior aide to Rwandan 
President Pasteur Bizimun- 
gu, was in Burundi to coor- 
dinate the operation, which 
has been denounced by the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

UNHCR officials said up 
to 4,500 Rwandan Hutus 
had been forcibly expelled 
to Rwanda since Friday. 
More were moved in the 
night but figures were not 
available. 

“I expect movements to 
continue in the night. They 
will continue with whatever 
means they have,” UNHCR 
spokesman Paul Stromberg 
told Reuters from the 
Rwandan capital Kigali. , 

In Nairobi, the exiled Hu- 


fighting a guerrilla war in • tu lobby group' — the 'Rally 
Burundi against the Tutsi- ' for the Return r 6f-Refiigees 
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‘ jjgfi > Hutu refugees had beei 

The body of a child lies dead in a Tutsi camp in central Burundi. Witnesses at the postponed because Rwan 
Bunjendana camp counted more than 300 dead Tutsis and 200 injured after an attack dan officials had had trans 
blamed on Hutu rebels (Reuter photo) port problems. 

Helicopters ferry aid for Bangladesh flood victims 


and Democracy in Rwanda 
(RDR), which claims to rep- 
resent nearly two million of 
Rwanda's Hutu refugees — 
condemned the operation. 

“RDR expresses its anger, 
utter disbelief and indigna- 
tion at the current horrifying 
deportation of Rwandan 
reftjgees in Burundi. Its bru- 
tality and the intoxication 
surrounding it can only 
highlight the level of com- 
plicty between Burundi and 
Rwanda,” a statement said. 

The ethnic war in Burundi 
mirrors the 1994 bloodshed 
in Rwanda, where a million 
people, mainly Tutsis, were 
killed in a Hutu campaign 
of genocide. 

Burundi is home to 75,000 
Rwandan Hutu refugees, 
among 1.7 million who fled 
to neighbouring countries in 
fear of revenge after the 
genocide. 

More than 150,000 people 
have been killed in three 
years of warfare in Burundi 
andi about 1,000 are dying 
eacAr! month,: many of them 
civilians. 

Meanwhile Zaire’s for- 
eign minister said Sunday 
he would seek fresh region- 
al peace talks with troubled 
neighbours Rwanda and 
Burundi within the frame- 
work of the Economic 
Community of the Great 
Lakes Countries (CEPGL). 

Dismissing the efforts of 
the UJ4. International Tri- 
bunal on Genocide in j 
Rwanda, Kititwa Tumansi 
said that he would press for 
talks in the next few days on : 
returning peace to the re- 
gion. 

Earlier, he said talks 
planned for Saturday bet- 
ween Zaire and Rwanda’s 
Tutsi-dominated govern- 
ment on the return home of 
up to a million Rwandan 
Hutu refugees had been 
postponed because Rwan- 
dan officials had had trans- 
port problems. 


DHAKA (AFP) — Air force 
helicopters were feirying 
aid Monday to flood victims 
in northern Bangladesh, 
where more than 2.2 million 
people were affected, gov- 
ernment officials said. 

Two MI- 17 helicopters 
with a two tonne cargo 
capacity were airlifting aid 
to the worsr-hit regions, 
said Kazi Mohammad 
Mohsin, a De-fence 


Ministry spokesman. 

“They are carrying aid 
from point-to-point and 
leaving it with local offi- 
cials wherever there is dry 
ground,” he said. 

Army and paramilitary 
troops’ are also working 
around the clock along with 
the civil administration, of- 
ficials said. 

The floods, the second 
since early June, struck half 


of Bangladesh, leaving nine 
people dead by official 
count, said Rafiqul Islam, a 
spokesman for the Relief 
Ministry. 

The unofficial toll stood at 
36 in more than two months 
of flooding. Five people 
were reported killed Sun- 
day, including two children 
by drowning. Others fell 
victims to snake bites. 
Authorities said- the over 
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* r -v_, hv devastating floods cooks food on the doorstep of their swamped 

A family stran y Dhaka Monday. Meteorology officials say the flooding 

SEE L EytlM aMeasl 40 people Jzj spread further (Reuter photo) 


all situation in most of the 
33 flooded districts was 
“either static or improving.” 

The government's flood 
forecasting centre said some 
areas, including the capital 
Dhaka and southern Bang- 
ladesh. could face worsen- 
ing conditions as rushing 
waters made their way to 
the Bay of Bengal. 

But there were signs of 
improvement in the worst- 
bit northern sector of the 
country, they said. 

Opposition politicians 
have criticised government 
relief efforts as inadequate, 
leading a government offi- 
cial to respond, “it is never 
enough ... we send relief on 
the basis of reports and re- 
quirements from individual 
districts." 

He said government aid 
includes rice, biscuits, cash 
and clothes, and were in 
addition to those from the 
Red Crescent Society and 
other private development 
organisations who have of- 
fices in the areas. 

Medical teams were also 
treating victims, mostly for 
fever or intestinal disorders, 
Mr. Islam said. 

The annual flooding is 
caused by monsoon rains 
and run off from the hills in 
India. 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, July 23, 1996 


Sri Lanka voices anxiety 
over troops at key base 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lan- 
kan military officials ex- 
pressed anxiety over the 
fate of troops at a key army 
camp Monday, saying there 
was no sign they were still 
there after an attack by Ta- 
mil Tiger rebels that began 
five days ago. 

“The situation is not too 
good at all.” a senior mili- 
tary official told Reuters, 
adding that there had been 
no radio contact with the 
camp for some time. “What 
we can see from the air and 
what we hear on radio indi- 
cates there is no one there at 
the camp. We don’t know 
what has happened to the 
troops who were there.” 

Army reinforcements lan- 
ded south of die Mullaitivu 
Camp, 280 kilometres from 
Colombo, had still not 
reached the base because of 
heavy rebel resistance, offi- 
cials said. 

But Deputy Defence Mi- 
nister Anuruddba Ratwatte 
told a news conference ear- 
lier Monday that troops who 
survived Thursday’s attack 
were still holding part of the 
camp, although he was un- 
able to give casualty fig- 
ures. 

“Some of our troops are 
on location in the camp. We 
aim to take full control of 
the entire camp and relieve 
troops holding it,” Gen. 
Ratwatte said. 

Tamil Tiger rebels said 


Monday they had killed 
more than 1,200 Sri Lankan 
troops in the battle for the 
key northeastern army camp 
and had surrounded rein- 
forcements sent to rescue 
the besieged garrison. 

A statement from the 
Tamil Tigers faxed to an 
international news agency 
from London said more 
than 1,200 troops have so 
far been killed in the fight 
for the Mullaitivu Array 
Camp, regarded as the 
bloodiest battle in years. 

It said 241 rebels, includ- 
ing 68 women, had died. 

“Last evening, with great 
difficulty the government 
troops made a seaborne 
landing in the area,” the 
statement from the 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) said. “Our 
fighters have surrounded 
the troops and are pounding 
them with mortar fire.” 

An army official said the 
LTTE claim that govern- 
ment troops were surround- 
ed was exaggerated. 

“They have always 
claimed some contrived vic- 
tory or invincibility even 
when they are on die run,” 
be told Reuters. 

The army's tentative fig- 
ures showed some 300 
troops killed with another 
200 wounded from the lat- 
est upsurge in Sri Lanka’ s 
13-year old ethnic war. It 
said more than 300 rebels 


had been killed by Saturday. 

Military officials said ear- 
lier Monday that reinforce- 
ments were hoping to link 
up with the camp, 280 kilo- 
metres from Colombo, 
which overlooks a strategic 
sealane to Jaffna. 

Western diplomats said 
the battle probably stemmed 
from the army’s capture of 
northern Jaffna to wn, h ead- 
quarters of the LTTE, in 
April. The fighting has 
dashed government hopes 
that peace was at hand after 
the fall of Jaffna. 

“The main supply route to 
Jaffna is through the sea,” a 
Western diplomat told Reu- 
ters. “If Mullaitivu falls to 
the rebels, it could hit a vital 
link to Jaffna.” 

Troop reinforcements 
have been battling to reach 
Mullaitivu since about 
3,000 separatist LTTE guer- 
rillas stormed the strategic 
base early Thursday. 

A rebel statement Monday 
said the Tigers had handed 
over the bodies of 441 sol- 
diers killed in the battle to 
the International Co mmi ttee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Sunday. 

The army said Monday 
that the ICRC had handed 
over 55 of the bodies. The 
ICRC also confirmed it had 
handed over a number of 
bodies but declined to give 
firm figures. 

A rebel newspaper seen in 


Vavuniya Sunday said more 
than 300 bodies of slain 
troops had decomposed be- 
yond recognition and on 
LTTE statement said they 
were being cremated in 
Mullaitivu. 

A navy official said heavy 
fighting was going on 
between the reinforcements 
and LTTE rebels, seeking 
an independent homeland 
for minority Tamils in the 
Indian Ocean island’s north 
and east. 

The rebels sank a govern- 
ment naval vessel with 
some 40 sailors aboard Fri- 
day, and downed an air 
force helicopter Saturday, 
police and LTTE sources 
said. 

State-run radio said Satur- 
day the upsurge in fighting 
had forced President Chan- 
drika Kumaratunga to cut 
short a private visit to 
London. 

The latest attacks come a 
week before the 13th anni- 
versary of island-wide anti- 
Tamil riots that sparked the 
ethnic conflict in which the 
government says more than 
50.000 peop le have died. 

The LTTE said its leader. 
Velupillai Prabhakaran, was 
personally supervising the 
assault on Mullaitivu, 
which it said was fully 
under rebel control. The 
army has denied this claim. 


Clinton plans to target Australian premier 
child-support ‘deadbeats ’ w i ns battle for gun laws 


DENVER, Colorado (R) — President Bill Clinton planned 
Monday to announce ways to “track down and crack 
down” on parents behind on their child-support payments 
by using the Internet, White House aides said. 

Mr. dintnn was to announce the measure as part of a 
three-day campaign trip to Colorado and California that is 
mostly a series of private fund-raising events that will raise 
■ nearly $5 million for (^mocratic candidates. 

The presidept has already taken action to 1 increase col- 
lection of child support fronr so-called deadbeat parents' 
With an executive Older 'setting up a computer database to 
track fathers or mothers behind on their payments as they 
move from job to job. He also cracked down on federal 
workers who owe child support back payments. 

White House spokesman Mike McCuny said Mr. Clinton 
would announce some “creative uses of foe Internet to help 
track down and crack down on those who skip out on their 
child support obligations.” 

Monday’s announcement was expected to be an initiative 
to link up states that already publish mug shots of deadbeat 
parents on the Internet to give them a wader circulation, as 
well as using post offices for the same purpose, aides said. 

“It's to shame people into paying,” one White House 
official said. 

Mr. Clinton was also expected to offer some child sup- 
pent enforcement proposals that were outlined in his 1994 
Welfare Reform Bill, which failed to pass Congress, aides 
said. 

Mr. Clinton’s western swing came at a time when foe 
president is in a commanding position in public opinion 
polls, enjoying a big lead over Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole. He leads Sen. Dole in Colorado and, 
according to a poll last week, has a 27-point lead over Sen. 
Dole in California. 

. On Sunday night Mr. Clinton attended three events, two 
of them private. The first was at the manicured home of 
Mary Frances Kelley in suburban Aurora, where be 
presided over a roundtable discussion devoted to women’s 
issues. 

He then raised $750,000 at a $l0,000-a-couple fund-rais- 
er at the luxurious home of Democratic activist Micky 
Miller. Afterward he raised another $100,000 from about 
800 young Democrats making up the Saxophone Club. 

In his remarks there, Mr. Clinton urged the young 
Democrats to think in terms of the future — how they want 
the country to look in foe 21st century — with racial 
equality, economic growth and a clean environment as 
their goals. 

“Imagine what you’d like your country to look like when 
your children are your age,” Mr. Clinton said. “This is not 
about me or the vice-president or Senator Dole. It's about 
what this country is going to look like in the 21st century.” 
Sen. Dole turns 73 Monday. Mr. Clinton will have his 
50th birthday next month, and he played to his audience’s 
youth by saying he often watches the Science Ffiction 
Channel on (able television and hopes to avoid the type of 
environmentally devastated world depicted in many sci- 
ence-fiction movies. 

Mr. Clinton was to move on to California after making 
his welfare reform speech at Denver’s Buell Theatre, and 
over two days be will visit Los Angeles, Sacramento and 
San Francisco. 

b will be his 25th trip to the state since he took office in 
January 1993, and aides said be planned to come back to 
campaign often in spite of his big lead in the crucial state, 
whose 54 electoral votes are more than any other state’s. 

“We can’t let up,” White House Political Affairs Director 
Doug Sosnik said. 

There was increasingly talk that Mr. Clinton would 
return to Califo rnia on vacation while the Republicans held 
(heir nominating convention on Aug. 12-15. The likeliest 
site seemed to be Lake Tahoe, with Yosemite National Park 
a possibility as well 

Meanwhile a poll released Sunday night showed that 
one-third of Americans think Bob Dole’s age would be an 
obstacle to his being an effective president. 

The CBS News/New York Times poll found that con- 
cerns about Sen. Dole's age were especially high among ; 
voters of his own generation. Sen. Dole, the aU-but-certain , 
Republican nominee who celebrates his butbday Monday, 
would be foe oldest U.S. president elected to a first term if 
he beats President Clinton. 

For those over age 65, what worries them about his age I 
is whether he has the s tamina to do the job, according to j 
foe poll of 979 adults interviewed July 11 to 13. I 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Prime 
Minister John Howard won 
his battle for tougher uni- 
form Australia-wide gun 
laws Monday after the West 
Australian government fi- 
nally fell into line with , 
other states and territories. ' 

A .decision; of the ;West.. 
Australian cabinet to sup- 
port the crackdown in the 
aftermath of the Tasmanian 
massacre came only hours 
from a deadline imposed by 
Mr. Howard. 

He gave three recalcitrant 
governments until Monday 
to accept the reforms or risk 
a national referendum to 
transfer responsibility for 
gun control from foe states 
and territories to Canberra. 

But West Australian Pre- 
mier Richard Court said 
Monday his cabinet’s deci- 
sion was based on what was 
practical and had nothing to 


do with Mr. Howard's 
threat to call a referendum 
if the six states and two ter- 
ritories did not not fell into 
line. 

Mr. Court described Mr. 
Howard’s threat as “child- 
ishr apd.sM^;jt did not befit 
man. pf, pjs.pffice. 

But “You have 

to have give* and take and 
when you are looking for 
national uniform gun laws 
there is always going to be 
some issues that all states 
don’t agree on.” 

Final state legislation 
would be introduced into 
state parliament in the 
spring sitting. 

Mr. Howard had won the 
support of all states and ter- 
ritories on May 10 for new 
laws making gun owner- 
ship more difficult and ban- 
ning all semi-aiitdmatic 
weapon. 


EMPLOYEES REQUIRED 

A scientific organisation needs to recruit 
Jordanians to work in the field of applied 
research and industrial services. They should 
be proficient in English and holders of Ph.D. 
degrees from recognised universities with 
outstanding experience in the fields and 
specialisations stated below. Applications not 
fulfilling the stated requirements will not be 
considered. Salary will be determined 
according to proficiency. 

Field Specialisation 

Civil engineering Building materials 
Structures 
Hydraulics 


Computer 

science 


Mechanical 

engineering 

Chemistry 

Environment 

Electronics 

engineering 


Energy 


Finance 


Natural languages processing 
Artificial intelligence 
Communication & 
computer networks 

Metallurgy & materials 
science 

Production engineering 

Petrochemical industries 
Analytical chemistry 

Environmental engineering 
Environmental chemistry 

Biomedical engineering 
Computer engineering 

Industrial engineering - 
Energy conservation 
Nuclear energy 

Financial management 


Applications and necessary documents i 
should be sent to the following address: ' 

P.O’. Box 925819, 

P. C. 11110, 

Amman - Jordan, i 
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Where water flows ... 


JORDANIAN'S ARE discovering everyday 

» thing 


that they have been doing the wrong 
for the wrong reason for a lone time. 

After the shock brought about by the 
much belated government decision to lift 
subsidy on bread prices, the people are 
increasingly becoming aware of another 
impending crisis, water. Unlike bread, 
however, water cannot, so far, be imported. 

The government announced earlier this 
week that it was facing a water deficit for 
domestic use of 25 per cent. Translated into 
figures that defiat stands at 55 million 
cubic metres (mcm). 

What is so bizarre about this revelation is 
that water for domestic use, Le. consump- 
tion at home, is only about one-fourth of 
water used for agriculture, which stands at 
730 mcm. The absurd fact here Is that 
agriculture contributes only less than seven 
per cent of our gross domestic product 
(GDP) and employs just about seven per 
rkforc 


Gi 




irra 


cent of the workforce, mostly guest work- 
ers. 

There is a myth that many Jordanians 
believe, and some even propagate, partic- 
ularly newspaper writers and columnists; 
it is that Jordan could be self-sufficient in 
food production. The persistent columns 
on this issue, coupled with a strong form- 
ers’ lobby, keep the myth alive. This of 
course is not true. The Jordanian soil, to 
start with, is not as fertile as Europe’s or 
that In many parts of Asia. 

Rainfall is very low; it is at an average of 
about 300 millimetres a year. And surface 
water resources are becoming scarcer 
every year: the water table is reducing at 

.. The^mdnoit, aware of all these, facts, 

Vrecenuy, .raised' the price o£water for: con- 
sumerfe^The price for irrigation was 
pushed Tip from six fils per cubic metre to 
15. Rates of water for domestic consump- 
tion were also increased, although the cost 
for the first category remained only a tiny 
faction of the second. 

The prime minister on Sunday decided to 
form a national committee to discuss prob- 
lems in the agricultural sector. According 
to one member, Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat, the committee would 
discuss “all matters related to agriculture” 
but especially “difficulties that impede 
marketing (produce) locally and abroad.” 
Considering that Dr. Shneikat is a strong 
proponent of a strengthened agricultural 
sector, his words mean that more emphasis 
will be put on the importance of agricul- 
ture, which in torn means more allocation 
of water resources to this sector. 

This can be hardly the right step to take. 
Since even Israel, which has more water 
and technological resources at its disposal 
is not gaining much from its advanced 
agricultural sector, we think that Jordan 
should rethink its approach in a more sci- 
entific and objective manner. The whole 
issue should oe debated at an experts’ 
level conference that could answer the crit- 
ical questions that do have to be asked. 

The question is not about agriculture, it 
is about water resources, their availability, 
renewability, quality and certainly the cost 
involved in tapping them. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for At Dustour said much of the 
promised economic development which the govern- 
ments of Jordan had promised to achieve never hap- 
pened. Since the peace treaty with Israel was signed, 
Jordanians have seen deteriorating economy, more 
taxes, end of subsidy on bread and continued rise in 
prices of various commodities, including the basic 
foodstuffs, said Taher Ad wan. Had we received the 
premised grants and soft loans from the donor 
nations, like Europe and Japan, we would have been 
living in paradise, but regrettably many of the promis- 
es and pledges were not honoured and the situation is 
worsening, be said 

THE ARRIVAL in the Middle East of the French 
Foreign Minister Herv6 de Charctte signals a new 
effort on the part of the French government to give 
momentum to the peace process, said AI fta’i Arabic 
daily Monday. The French minister’s tour is part of 
the diplomatic offensive which was started by Jordan 
to put the peace process once again back on track after 
the stalemate that has paralysed tbe negotiations 
between Israel and the Arab countries, said the paper: 
His arrival in Amman coincides -with a new shuttle 
diplomacy in the region by the U.S. Middle East 
envoy Denis Ross who is also planning to discuss the 
resumption of negotiations and break tbe deadlock, 
according to the daily. Indeed it said, the American 
and the French initiatives complement one another 
and together they complement Jordan’s endeavours 
and Egypt's moves at the regional level to help estab- 
lish a comprehensive peace. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


The price of bread, the currency of 



modernism and the cost of progress 


The prolonged controversy about tbe government's deci- 
sion to raise the price of bread and to redirect its subsidies 
to the neediest Jordanians has only something to do with 
bread prices, but much more to do with Jordanian politics 
today. 

The government must be given very high marks for its 
political courage to face up to the economic realities and to 
take tbe hard decisions required to put our country on a 
track of sus tainab le economic growth; its track record on 
economic reform is impressive indeed. But, the govern- 
ment should be given very low marks for tbe partly ama- 
teurish, partly autocratic manner in which it handled the 
political aspects of the bread price issue. 

Tbe decision to reduce tbe government’s wheat and 
bread subsidy was correct, and we should commend the 
government for a) continuing to reduce the government 
deficit by lowering the public fiscal burden and b) equally 
important though partly hidden amidst the controversy, for 
injecting a rather impressive social component into public 
economic policy making in the decision to target cash 
grants to the poorest and lowest income Jordanians. If this 
long overdue social targeting of government support 
raarics the start of a coherent public policy of addressing 
the needs of tbe poor while reducing the capacity of 
wealthy Jordanians to benefit from government largesse, it 
should be recognised and applauded as .a huge achieve- 
ment of tbe Kabariti government 

The government bordered on incompetence, however, in 
its political handling of the issue. The subsidies decision 
clearly was going to generate a strong reaction from the 
public, given a) the general state of economic unease and 
vulnerability that defines many Jordanians, b) widespread 
popular irritation with tbe feeling that the lives and fate of 
ordinary people are being determined by heartless 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) bureaucrats and their 
equally ice-hearted political allies in foreign capitals, c) 
broad disappointment with tbe lack of visible economic 
gains from the peace treaty with Israel, and, d) tbe high 
expectations inherent in the Kabariti government’s pledges 
of promoting new-style public conduct and decision-mak- 
ing. 

Thus the bread prices decision generated strong protests 
and also raised questions about many other aspects of the 
government’s performance, which the government han- 
dled so clumsily that it had to be bailed out by die person- 
al intervention and support of His Majesty King Hussein. 
We should not merely document these events, but also 
explore them for their causes and future implications. The 
government, especially, should reach deep into its youthful 
soul and analyse what it did right and what it did wrong, so 
that politically it conducts itself more effectively tbe next 
time we face a similar situation of price increases (which, 1 
government promises to the contrary, is probably 
inevitable , if you look at the relatively -low prices of out 


water, transport and other basics). 

It seems to me that the government has made tbe same 
mistake on this issue that previous governments made on 
tbe peace treaty with Israel. It assumed — naively, inno- 
cently but probably wrongly — that consultations with 
elected parliamentarians provided a degree of political 
interaction with the people of Jordan sufficient to satisfy 
both the state’s profession of democratic rule and tbe peo- 
ple’s visceral, almost biological obsession to be treated 
with respect and dignity by those who make decisions in 
their name. Parliament is an important player in the demo- 
cratic arena, but if is only one of many other players that 
need to be engaged for tbe political spectacle to achieve its 
full beauty and bounty. 

The government’s tendency to decide without sufficient 
input from all political actors and a representative cross- 
section of ordinary citizens is a structural problem of polit- 
ical culture that will require gradual adjustment, just as our 
economic distortions require long-term structural adjust- 
ment Jordanian governments have exercised virtually 
absolute power for so many decades that they do not know 
how to, or do not feel the need to, engage the people in a 
deep, genuine dialogue of equals, for governments have 
neither been trained in such a process nor subjected to its 
political imperatives. 

The double irony and disappointment in this instance is 
that the Kabariti government assumed power precisely on 
the promise of promoting a new, more open manner of 
political decision-making — one that consulted more peo- 
ple, engaged in give-and-take, allowed for more expres- 
sion of people’s sentiments, and placed a greater value on 
credibility, accountability, transparency, and corruption- 
busting. This government entered office dressed in the 
beautiful promise of modern governance values whose 
assertion would marie a historic transition from the old 
ways to the new, from history to modernity — from depen- 
dency .as a defining Jordanian political attribute to self- 
assertion and innovative, productive self-reliance as the 
hallmark of a younger, more audacious, more daring and 
more deliberative Jordan. 

The fact remains, 2 claim, that the vast majority of 
Jordanians appreciates and accepts the need to raise prices 
if this is tbe only means of reducing public budget deficits; 
what it objects to is being forced to do so by government 
Gat without sufficient attention being paid to the people's 
sense that their needs and concerns are being taken into 
consideration. I am certain that a more rigorous national 
political and economic consensus could have been reached 
bad tbe government said directly to parliament and tbe var- 
ious extra-parliamentary opposition groups: “We have a 
major, indeed, historical fiscal problem; we must reduce 
government subsidies on bread and other goods and ser- 
vices by several hundred million dinars, otherwise tbe 
state’s deficit will.in crease, foreign .exchange reserves. will 


drop again, confidence in tbe dinar will erode, and real liv- 
ing standards will drop precipitously for all Jor d ania n s. We 
would like your suggestions on how this can be avoided 
and bow budget cuts can be achieved in a manner that is 
socially, politically and economically acceptable to the 
majority of Jordanians.” 

1 am sure that more serious consultations, before making 
the decision to shift bread subsidies, would have achieved 
the government’s fiscal goals, while also achieving its 
political goal of implementing a “white revolution”. The 
government’s approach was flawed because: a) it focused 
too much energy on parliament (which is a, but not neces- 
sarily tbe, leading expression of democratic opposition in 
the realm) and b) it did not sufficiently engage the popula- 
tion as a whole in an exercise in democratic dialogue, nei- 
ther in explaining the reasons for tbe needed .subsidy 
changes nor in discussing with Jordanians possible other 
options for making tbe necessary fiscal adjustments. 

Tbe government also acted or appeared heavy-handed 
when it took measures to hinder the peaceful protest/sit-in 
by opposition groups in front of Parliament on Sunday. 
The people who asked fra- permission to protest represent 
the heart of tbe loyal opposition, to tbe government. If these 
people are not granted permission to express their political 
sentiments in a peaceful, rational mann er in tbe warm sun 
of a July Sunday morning in front of the highest expres- 
sion of our institutional political democracy — the house 
of parliament — then can we blame those Jordanians who 
now tend to be more sceptical about both the economic 
benefits of peace with Israel and tbe depth and credibility 
of our political democratisation? 

This issue is rather simple, 1 believe: people are just as 
concerned about how their government treats them as they 
are about what their government does. There is no doubt 
that this government, with so many parliamentarians 
amidst its ministerial ranks, will always secure a parlia- 
mentary majority for whatever political or economic deci- 
sions it makes. 

Therefore, it has to make the extra effort to engage tbe 
Jordanian people in democratic, white revolutionary 
encounters in a more creative, profound and credible man- 
ner than it has done to date. I say this as a supporter and 
admirer of the Kabariti government and a believer in its 
promise of enlightened, modem governance, though I sus- 
pect that the government is still learning about the curren- 
cy in which the transactions of modernism are denominat- 
ed; and I say this also as a critic of a Kabariti government 
that, in this instance, momentarily slipped back into tbe 
beguiling but dark alleyways of the past, where it appears 
slightly uncomfortable, and where it has momentarily — 
and I believe only momentarily — lost sight of the need 
for governments and people simultaneously to change 
their ways, in order to absorb the costs of change and then 
. to reap.fee.benefits of genuine progress. . 
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By Url Avnery 


ALL THAT glitters isn’t 
gold — not even 
Netanyahu wonder boy 
Dore Gold. 

Many years back I 
remember discussing the 
subject of Israeli experts 
on Arab affairs wife 
Boutros Ghali. Sadat bad 
just visited Jerusalem, and 
Dr Ghali was serving in 
the Egyptian foreign min- 
istry. The future U_N. sec- 
retary-general was already 
known for his brilliance. 

“You Israelis have the 
best Arabists in tbe 
world,” he said wife a 
smile. “They have read 
every book and article on 
. the Arab World. But they 
don’t understand a thing. 
Why? Because they have 
never lived in an Arab 
state or come into contact 
with the Arab public.” 

I recalled this conversa- 
tion recently in connection 
wife Gold. 

Those in the prime min r - 
isier’s inner circle speak of 
Gold with nothing but the 
highest praise. In their 
eyes he is a brilliant 
expert, a true Jewisb- 
American intellectual, fee 
guy wife all the answers. 

After Gold met with 
Arafat I asked the 
Palestinians about their 
impressions of Wonder 
Boy. They just shrugged: 
“Another one who doesn’t 
understand a thing.” 
Sending Gold to meet 
with the head of the 
Palestinian Authority was 
an empty gesture on 
Netanyahu’s part. 

The Americans had 
demanded that Netanyahu 
meet with Yasser Arafat 
He didn't want to, either 
from personal conviction 
or 'out of fear of the 
extreme right-wingers 
who are becoming 
entrenched in his govern- 
ment So be sent Gold in 
his stead. 

That way, despite the 
total freeze in the peace 
process, Netanyahu could 
travel to fee U.S. and sell 
his hosts a lot of bunk 
about fee continuation of 


tbe process. AH is well; 
contact has been main- 
tained. Gold has met with 
Arafat 

Clinton, of course, was 
happy enough. He has 
elections coming up in 
four months and until then, 
he has no desire to quarrel 
wife Israel’s government 
The last tiling he needs is 
to alienate Jewish 
American voters. 


“These yes-men, 
in ana out of 
uniform, are 
supposed to be 
the ones who 
will advance the 
peace process. 
Instead they will 
reinforce the 
negative attitude 
of our new pre- 
mier, a man who 
knows nothing 
about 

Palestinians and 
has surrounded 
himself with 
people who 
apparently don y t 
know much 


It’s no wonder. Netanyahu 
has almost never talked to 
real Arabs — except for for- 
mal talks wife Arab heads 
of state and tbe much-publi- 
cised stormy meeting with 
Arab journalists in Madrid. 
Everything Bibi knows 
about Arabs is a collection 
of slogans, some inherited 
from his father, some he 
himself has come up with. 

One could argue feat a 
politician doesn’t have to 
know everything. It’s 
enough if he knows how to 
win an election — and 
Netanyahu’s very good at 
that. 

But if tbe prime minister 
knows nothing about an 
issue vital to national secu- 


rity. 


for example, it 
becomes important who his 
advisers are. And that’s 
where Gold comes in. 

I don’t know, and Z don’t 
care, where Netanyahu 
found this “expert” What is 
important is that Gold is 
dangerous for two reasons: 
first because he has no gen- 
uine understanding of the 
Palestinian reality — at 
least according to tbe 
Palestinians themselves — 
and second, because both be 
and Netanyahu think -be 1 
understands it 

As premier Netanyahu 
wields enormous power, be 
will discover what leaders 
throughout history have 
learned: that advisers tell 


you what you want to hear, 
and they will furnish you 
wife opinions that mesh 
wife your own. 

We’ve already seen this 
process in action. Officials 
involved in Palestinian rela- 
tions prepared tbe paper- 
work for the new prime 
minister in advance of his 
U.S. visit 

They made sure to write 
precisely what Netanyahu 
wanted to hear — for exam- 
ple, on tbe subject of 
alleged Palestinian viola- 
tions of fee Oslo accords. 

These yes-men, in and out 
of uniform, are supposed to- 
be tbe ones who will 
advance the peace process. 
Instead they will reinforce 


fee negative attitude of our 
new premier, a man who 
knows nothing about 
Palestinians and has sur- 
rounded himself wife peo-fZ 
pie who apparently don’t 
know much more. 

Understanding is clearly 
no substitute for political 
will. No amount of informa- 
tion will help Netanyahu 
make peace if he isn’t inter- 
ested in peacemaking. 

Bat it would at least help 
him to know what he’s talk- 
ing about 
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But the problem goes 
beyond the prime minis- 
ter’s tendency to play 
“let’s pretend" with the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Benyamin Netanyahu 
has little understanding of 
the Arab' World in general, 
and of tbe Palestinian peo- 
ple in particular. His books 
testify to ihis. They are 
crammed full of “facts” 
which evoke a smile from 
anyone wife even a rudi- 
mentary knowledge of 
Arab reality. 


LETTERS 


Revising eating habits 


Stop polluting 


To the Editor. 


BREAD HAS for centuries been regarded as a symbol 
of life. 

From an economy point of view, bread is no more 
than an ordinary commodity whose rise in price is sim- 
ilar to a rise in fee price of any other commodity such 
as tomatoes, oil. sugar and gasoline. 

Hence, while in principle foods taffs get their priori- 
ties in fee consumption pattern of tbe consumers, 
nobody would argue feat their price is anything but 
what the fair market conditions reflect. 

In its endeavour to abide by tbe economic reform pol- 
icy and to cope with the requirements of a safe econo- 
my, fee government was to confront and choose one 
among some bitter alternatives: all of them are very 
harmful and detrimental, except for fee choice to lifr a 
subsidy granted to fix bread selling prices, which is the 
least Therefore, it should be sincerely understood that 
by so reluctantly biting tbe bullet, tbe government will 
avoid a dilemma feat could affect fee country, while 
comprehending fee dimensions of tbe endurance the 
people will have to undergo. 

One more thing worth saying is feat a serious review 
of our menu should take place. Our cuisine concentrates 
on carbohydrates and fats; therefore, by following bet- 
ter eating habits we will be able to lead a healthier life. 

Again, why should we always be pessimistic and not 
count our blessings, such as the social peace and cohe- 
sion, prevailing security, and overmore the need to 
endure with patience for the sake of preparing a better 
life for our children and the generations yet to come. 

Let us always remember the saying: Man does not 
live by bread alone. 


To the Editor 


Maher A. Waked, 
Amman. 


THE LAW of nature guides human conduct in connec- 
tion wife his surroundings. 

Economic development is one important element that 
greatly affects the environment. 

Governments tend to combat and control pollution 
through their judicial system. 

Pollution is caused by human beings and its extent 
and consequences are caused by the following four fac- 
tors: high population densities, increase in consumption 
as a result of an increase in incomes, emission of poll u- 
tants in the course of production and legal and econom- 
ic systems that have failed to prevent or discourage tbe 
free method of waste disposal. 

Sulphur dioxide and nitrogen in the atmosphere con- 
tnbuted to acid rain which destroys forests, plantations, 
lakes and rivers. 

Population density in big cities is responsible for con- 
taminated air and water, traffic congestion and noise 
pollution, hi this case, zoning ordinances, which restrict 
the use of land, represent effective remedies. 

Over fee years, the citizens of Fuheis have been com* 
plaining about and alleging continuous damage from 
dust, smoke and vibration emanating from the Jordan 
Cement Factories. 

The Jordan Cement Factories in Fuheis is charged' 
with trespass and nuisance. Trespass may occur if one 
causes particles to enter tbe airspace above another per- 
sons land. Nuisance has been defined as an act feat 
annoys or disturbs the enjoyment of a land-owner’s 

ft rape ^J^ re n 0re ’ fect0r y should be prohibited 
from, further polluting the air and causing distress to fee 
inhabitants of that city. 6 
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By Lois Sogers 


JULIA COLLIER has tried 

almost everything the slim- 
ming industry can often 
She embarked on her first 
diet as a chubby 14-year- 
old- As her weight crept 
relentlessly upwards, she 
went on light diets, fruit 
diets and fibre diets. She 
fasted. She swam. She per- 
formed exercises in front of 
her video and panted her 
way through countless aer- 
obics classes; all in v ain 
When, at 5 feet 3 inches, 
she hit 15 stone. Collier, 
from Newark, Notting- 
hamshire, decided to for- 
sake food for low-calorie 
“meal-replacement” drinks. 
To her astonishment and 
joy, she lost three stone. 
But when she stopped the 
diet, she put on more 
weight than ever. By the 
age of 29, she was nearly 
18 stone. 

Today, little more than a 
year later, she has halved in 
size after a course of week- 
ly Classes at S limmin g 
World, one of Britain's 
biggest dieting clubs, 
which taught her to control 
her eating. She predicts a 
lifelong battle to maintain a 
healthy weight but at least 
knows now that h is point- 
less to starve herself. 

“The effect of that is that 
you just eat more when you 
let yourself go," she said. 
“The key is to understand 
what foods you can eat and 
still be healthy.” 

The s limmin g industry’s 
appeal to Collier and the 50 
per cent of people said to be 
overweight in die United 
Kingdom is such that we 
spend more than £1 billion 
a year on everything from 
slimming phis to insubstan- 
tial breads, from exercise 
bikes to low-calorie choco- 
lates for fatties who cannot 
live without them. 

This appeal is about to be 
enhanced by the results of a 
commercial -race to be fir s t- - 
with revolutionary, 

advances in science that, 
promise to succeed where 
so many have failed. 

At the European Con- 
gress on Obesity, a recent 
international conference to 
consider such develop- 
ments, Professor Michael 
Lean, from Glasgow Uni- 
versity, extolled fie virtues 
of a new drug called sibn- 


tramine, which fools the 
brain into thinking the 
stomach is foil. 

Sibutramine — brand 
name Reductil — has been 
hied out on 4,000 people in 
several countries, including 
Britain. All claimed to be 
unable to lose wei ght by 
eating less or moving about 
more. Not only did nine in 
10 lose an average of more 
than a stone; they kept the 
weight off for at least a 
year. The drug is expected 
to become available on pre- 
scription from next yean 
Those who dislike drugs 
and the risk of side effects 
such as headaches and nau- 
sea may be more attracted 
by a treatment being tried 
out in the United States fol- 
lowing last year’s 
announcement that a gene 
for obesity had been found 
in mice. 

The gene, named “ob”, 
makes a protein called lep- 
tin. Doses of leptin have 
been found to turn fat mice 
thin. 

Recently scientists have 
begun injecting fat people 
wifi leptin to see if it works 
on them, too.' Amgen, the 
company running fie trial, 
is optimistic: it paid £13m 
for the rights to fie gene. 

Geneticists even plan to 
change our food. Recently 
scientists announced the 
development of a potato 
engineered to absorb less 
fat during cooking with a 
view to producing less-fat- 
tening chips. 

The question Collier and 
millions like her are askin g 
is: After decades in which 
stimmers’ hopes have been 
repeatedly raised and 
dashed by the promotion of 
one lucrative product after 
another, will any of these 
new developments really 
make a difference? 

The paradox that the 
slimming industry strug- 
gles to explain is that its 
phenomenal -growth since -- 
-the 1970s, when- SUmcea- 
Iow-caTcaie bread becaihe ” 
an essential purchase for 
the figure-conscious, has 
coincided with a sharp 
increase in obesity. The 
condition, defined by a 20 
per cent excess of body 
weight, has doubled in the 
past decade alone. One 
woman in six is obese; one 
in four is expected to be so 
by 2005. 



Britain is going the way 
of America, where one third 
of the entire population is 
now said to be obese and 
Eddie Morphy’s latest com- 
edy film, “The Nutty Pro- 
fessor”, is devoted to 
removing the stigma. Mur- 
phy plays a 25-stone chem- 
istry professor made thin by 
a potion. The actor says he 
aims to portray being obese 
as “like having any other 
kind of handicap.” 

Why have so many peo- 
ple put cn so much weight? 
According to the experts, a 
more sedentary lifestyle is 
mainly to blame. We watch 
an average of 26 hours of 
- television each-week, -twice 
-as -much . as- durin g ihe 
“I960s;dnVe where' w£ used 
to walk or cycle; and use 
machines to do the kitchen 
chores that used to bum 
calories. 

Our intake of calories has 
actually fallen, but any ben- 
efits from this have been 
outweighed by a sharper 
fall in the amount of energy 
expended. Dieting has 
therefore done less to ease 


the burden of obesity than 
might have been expected. 
Studies indicate that the 
biggest consumers of low- 
calorie foods experience 
the greatest long-term 
weight gain. It is suggested 
that they eat other foods 
when the low-calorie ones 
fail to satisfy. 

The army, police and fire 
services speak in terms of a 
crisis of obesity. All have 
trouble recruiting people fit 
and lean enough to do their 
work. Treating health prob- 
lems associated with obesi- 
ty, including bean disease, 
stroke and diabetes, costs 
up to £1.5 billion a year. 

Some resort to -desperate 
measures^ -such- as having 
thgff JG5nH5BS sBpfedr 
Albert Sadia, 46, a former 
bus^"3river from Wirral, 
Merseyside, bad his jaw 
wired together and lost 
seven of his 24 stones. He 
put all foe weight back ou 
later after his marriage 
broke up, but is now down 
to 10 stone after a course of 
diet classes. 

Christine Malik, 31, from 


Woolwich, south London, 
was less fortunate. At 12st 
she started taking a cocktail 
of slimming pills, including 
hormone-based “fat-burn- 
ers”. Her husband found 
her in a deep sleep with ber 
lips turning blue. She never 
regained consciousness and 
died, leaving two children. 
Drugs that act like amphet- 
amines or “speed “ have 
been linked with 15 deaths. 

Lesley Ravenscroft, also 
31, from Bewdley, Worces- 
tershire, is typical of a 
growing number of women 
who have rebelled against 
the slimming industry 
through resentment at such 
tragedies and foe -stereo- 
lyp ed iTTiiigM of thin, glam- 


re fuses, she says, to be 
intimidated, and has 
launched an aerobics class 
for women of size 16-plus. 
“Life is for enjoying rather 
than worrying about how 
many calories are in a 
salad. I prefer my lettuce in 
a hamburger” she said. 

Such views draw a cool 
response from the drug 
companies whose profits 
depend on a high degree of 
slimmer motivation. Knoll 
Pharmaceuticals, which is 
marketing sibutramine, said 
drugs were the only, answer 
for many people who had to 
lose weight quickly to 
relieve health problems 
such ^ ^ J ~ 


beUEves ctmtnbotek to 
them. * 

A size 16 when she mar- 
ried eight years ago, she is 
now a 22 and wages a cru- 
sade against foe kind of 
“fattism” portrayed in Mur- 
phy’s movie. While she 
admits she would probably 
feel healthier and more con- 
fident if she lost weight, she 


ufelT sfotitrimtine! 
works, Ian Smith, a GP 
from Cboriey, I encash ire, 
who supervised its trials in 
Britain, confirms potential 
benefits despite a small 
increase in some people’s 
blood pressure. “We saw 
some dramatic weight loss- 
es,” he said. 

As for other advances, 
some experts are sceptical 


about foe arrival of Olestra, 
a fat substitute used in 
crisps in America, whose 
unpredictable laxative 
effects have caused some 
unease. Genetically engi- 
neered potatoes and other 
foods seem unlikely to have 
any greater impact than the 
low-calorie products 

already in the supermar- 
kets. 

High hopes are pinned on 
treatments arising from the 
discovery of “ob” and other 
genes for obesity. However, 
nutritionists and doctors 
specialising in obesity warn 
that it would be wrong tor 
slimmeis to treat scientific 
advances achieved- at huge 
-dx$etise'^&~ l -a (e&hifolbgijfil 
6rikfeti*$o .Kc3*» than aVtii$ 
thcT simpler; cheaper solu- 
tions foal should work for 
the vast majority: the 
dietary control that helped 
both Collier and Sadler to 
spectacular reductions in 
size; and foe exercise that is 
so lacking in modem life. 

The hostility of British 
doctors to drugs was illus- 
trated last week at a meet- 


ing of the Association for 
the Study of Obesity, which 
called fen: greater awareness 
of the fat consumed in 
processed supermarket 
foods, the psychological 
factors that lead people into 
“comfort eating” and -an 
overwhelming need to use 
up more calories. “If people 
took more exercise, tawv 
would prevent the problem 
in the first place,” said Pro- 
fessor Peter Kopelman, the 
association’s chairman. 

Andrew Prentice, a lead- 
ing expert at foe Medical 
Research Council, said foe 
most common problem in 
• riRfon'g’ was * a failure . to 
/j^eaUse^^l^Srase was die 
^y"to£#eij*m regulation. 
“We have a’aea! concern 
over young girls in particu- 
lar, desperately trying to eat 
less when they could eat 
just about what they liked if 
only they were physically 
active” 


The Sunday Times 
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Global warming combatants 
raise the temperature 


IT** * •' 
t f*L> * - 


By NeO Winton 
Reuter 

LONDON — A scientific 
argument is blazing over 
a U.N. agency’s view that 
lobal warming is proba- 


Stop 


i - 

* - 

- • 

&*>-- ■ 

{£ MMtgfa . LU 1 -■ ■ 

ft ’ 

frgAftk tb - 

Tm ****** . 

.Jt j"* - 

I* it*** **•••-•' 

iaf ***** " : -'- 




g W4 

4a**** 
i* ■p**’ 4 ' 8 

ftWL **.*•■• 
go# 


fggriK* * 




N 


ly caused by people. 

Some scientists say 
flawed data and politics 
have tainted the case. 
Arguments over the Qual- 
ity of the science behind 
the U-N.’s fotergovern- 
raental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) have led 
to normally calm scien- 
tists heatedly hurling epi- 
thets such as “disingenu- 
ous”, "nonsense” and 
“distortion" at each other. 

On July 19, the IPCC 
winds up its latest delib- 
erations on climate 
change — dominated by 
its -contentious assertion 
that human activity plays 
a key role in global 
warming — at the end of 
a two-week meeting in 
Geneva attended by gov- 
ernment officials and sci- 
entists. 

They will report on the 
progress made by indus- 
trialised countries 

towards meeting the goal 
set by foe 1992 Earth 
Summit in Rio that emis- 
sions of greenhouse gases 
such as carbon dioxide 
should return to 1 990 lev- 
els by 2000. 

Both sides of the global 
temperature argument, 
r umb ling for months 
since the IPCC laid the 
blame at mankind’s door 


in a report at the end of 
1995, can at least agree 
on one thing — progress 
has at best been painfully 
slow. 

The stakes are huge 
because if serious 
progress is to be made on 
cutting emissions, tins 
would entail momentous 
and unpopular action in 
die developed world. 

Governments would 
seek to curb energy con- 
sumption and car use by 
higher taxes or decree. 
Economies and wealth 
creation would slow. 
Resources would be 
switched from the devel- 
oped to the developing 
world. 

Scientists and politi- 
cians who agree with the 
IPCC that the hand of 
man is behind the warm- 
ing of the world's climate 
say urgent action must be 
taken. Unless warming is 
stabilised by slashing use. 
of fossil reels such as 
coal and oil* large parts of 
the world will race terri- 
fying consequences. 

As the ice caps melt and 
sea levels rise, low-lying . 
coastal areas will be 
engulfed. Higher temper- 
atures will mean less 
rainfall in many parts of 
the developing world, 
devastating agriculture 
and health. 

These scientists say the 
IPCC evidence is power- 
ful, and some suggest that 
those who disagree have 
hidden political agendas. 


m . iivwwa 
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Perhaps they are financed 
by ou firms, electricity 
generators, or car manu- 
facturers. 

The dissenters say that 
the deliberations by the 
around 2,500 IPCC scien- 
tists are fatally flawed, 
twisted by politicians and 
special interest groups 
such as Greenpeace and 
Friends of foe Earth. 

lion which throws 
on the IPCC con- 
clusions has been ruth- 
lessly slashed from pub- 
lished reports, they say, 
charging that evidence 
from satellite observation 
which shows there is no 
global warming has been 
ignored by IPCC scien- 
tists. 

In a recent newspaper 
article. Dr, Frederick 
Seitz, president emeritus 
of New York’s Rocke- 
feller University, said 
passages had been 
removed from an IPCC 
report. 

These passages said 
there was no evidence 
linking climate change to 
increases in greenhouse 
gases, no study had 
linked climate change to 
human cause, and climate 
change was so poorly 
understood anyway that 
any conclusions about its 
pattern were likely to be 
controversial according 
to Dr. Seitz. 

Dr. Seitz said the IPCC 
report would deceive pol- 
icy makers and foe public 
into believing that the sci- 


entific evidence shows 
human activities are caus- 
ing global warming. 

“If s nonsense. They’ve 
turned die whole thing on 
its bead,” he told Reuters. 

What would be the 
movitation to distort the 
IPCC findings? 

“That’s a complicated 
question. People have 
egos and agendas of their 
own. Some of them don’t 
like our industrialised 
society they’d like to 
revert to what they think 
of as good times. Some 
people want power over 
others but I don’t ascribe 
this to the (IPCC) leader- 
ship,” Dr. Seitz said. 

These arguments are 
seized on by scientists 
closely involved with the 
IPCC process. 

“Seitz has got it com- 

J iletely wrong," said Sir 
ohn Houghton, chairman 
of Britain’s Royal Com- 
mission On Environmen- 
tal Pollution. He also co- 
chairs a major IPCC 
working group. 

Mr. Houghton said Dr. 
Seitz and others were per- 
sonalising foe arguments, 
attacking the scientists 
rather than foe science. 
He said the report bad 
been changed before pub- 
lication, but only to make 
it easier to understand. 

“We made sure the sci- 
ence was not compro- 
mised in any way. At the 
end it was clearer, better 
written, and more scien- 
tifically accurate than at 


the beginning,” Mr. 
Houghton said. 

He agreed there is still 
much uncertainty about 
global warming but says 
Dr. Seitz’s comments are 
without foundation. 

“What he (Seitz) is say- 
ing is trying to deceive 
the public and politicians. 
It is complete and utter 
nonsense there is no 
foundation in fact what- 
soever,” Mr. Houghton 
said 

Dr. Seitz supporters, 
like atmospheric physi- 
cist S. Fired Singer, fire 
back with equally aggres- 
sive counterblasts. 

“Houghton’s, remarks 
are disingenuous, if I may 
say so,” Mr. Singer said 
in a telephone interview 
from his office in Fairfax, 
Virginia, when told that 
Mr. Houghton bad said 
the changes in foe report 
were to make it more 
readable. 

“I will tell you that it's 
not yet possible to draw 
the conclusions that foe 
IPCC draws from the evi- 
dence. Ihe scientists have 
done foe best job they can 
with the data, but in my 
view foe data is not ade- 
quate to support the (dis- 
cernible human climate 
influence) conclusion," 
said Mr. Singer. 

Convinced “wanner” 
Dr. Stephen Schneider, 
professor at California’s 
Stamford University’s 
Department of Biological 
Sciences, has no time for 


these arguments. 

“This polemical non- 
sense from Seitz and 
Singer is outrageous dis- 
tortion and character 
assassination which is 
demonstrably false. Their 
prime interests are vest- 
ed, and it’s pure smoke to 
divert foe feet that the 
bulk of the opinions are 
against them,” Dr. 
Schneider said. 

Some experts say the 
argument over global 
wanning is a sideshow 
diverting attention away 
from the real threat to the 
future of mankind — foe 
population explosion. 

“Global wanning is not 
proven. Reputable sci- 
ence says there is only 
about one degree of 
warming,” said Sir John 
Mason from Imperial 
College’s Centre for 
Environmental Technolo- 

gy- 

“The notion that global 
wanning is foe biggest 
catastrophe feeing 
malrin d is a gross exag- 
geration,” Mr. Mason 
said. “The biggest threat 
is the population explo- 
sion over the next 50 
years or so. Many envi- 
ronment problems — cli- 
mate, shortage of water, 
pollution — will stem 
from this rapid increase 
in the world’s popula- 
tion.” 


Historian retraces 
slave trek 


By Pierre Gtariiant 

Agence Frmce-Presse 

Washington — Trudging 
through fields and forests 
and bidden on a freight 
train, black historian 
Anthony Cohen set out on 
a two-month journey 
retracing foe escape route 
taken by slaves during the 
19fo century. 

The United States has 
recently seen a surge of 
intere-jt in Afocan- Ameri- 
can history. Cohen decided 
that the best way of study- 
ing the underground rail- 
road — which delivered 
30,000 to 100,000 blacks 
from slavery — was to at 
least partially relive it. 

Cohen, who is 32 and 
grew up in a Washington 
suburb, traveled for two 
months by foot, rail and 
boat to gun an insight on 
bow blacks secretively 
made their way from 
southern plantations north 
to freedom in Canada. 

The so-called railroad 
was really a network that 
brought together oppo- 
nents of slavery, such as 
the qoakers, who sheltered 
slaves along the way. And 
there were many different 
routes slaves took in the 
1850s and early 1860s. 

Some slaves did not go 
north, instead seeking free- 
dom in Mexico,' the 
Caribbean and even 
Africa. 

Wbat foe slaves feared 
most — even after they 
had beaded north — were 
bounty hunters who 
received cash rewards for 
apprehending and return- 
ing slaves to their masters. 

His eyes full of enthusi- 
asm. Mr. Cohen recalled 


his trip, which began in 
early May in Sandy 
Spring, Maryland. His 
Odyssey ended July 6 in 
Amhursfourg in foe Cana- 
dian province of Ontario. 

Traveling 650 kilometres 
by foot, the same distance 
by train and 30 kilometres 
by boat, Mr. Cohen ques- 
tioned people about their 
relatives’ activities and 
searched documentation in 
libraries about the railroad. 

To get an idea of foe fear 
foe slaves had as they fled 
foe south, Mr. Cohen at 
one point hid in a wooden 
box on board a freight 
train. 

But for foe most part he 
wasn't biding, although he 
sometimes slept in stables 
as did foe fleeing slaves. 

One stop along his trip 
was a church in Syracuse, 
New York founded in 1850 
as a “radical anti- slavery 
church.” To this day foe 
church continues to sup- 
port human rights, in 
recent years welcoming 
political refugees .from 
Central America and Haiti. • 
Mr. Cohen also recalls 
the emotions he felt upon 
hearing the liberty beD 
sound in South Buxton, a. 
town on Lake Erie in 
Ontario. The bolder town 
was foe railroad’s last stop 
and the bell rang every - 
time another slave reached 
freedom. 

Slavery is “a painful 
past,” Mr. Cohen said. “We ■ 
need to talk about it 
because we still cany 
around a lot of that People 
are realising that Mack his- 
tory in America is one part 

of American history. It is 
not separated.” 
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8 Economy 

Saudi Arabia faces employment challenge 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia is facing the tough chal- 
lenge of how to find mote 
jobs for its citizens and 
maintain a generous wel- 
fare system at a time of 
state belt-tightening, offi- 
cials, businessmen and 
economists say. 

They say these issues are 
mote crucial than ever to 
underpin social stabQity as 
(be population grows and 
the nation recovers from the 
shock of two bombings in 
less than a year. 

The attacks, which killed 
24 Americans and two Indi- 
ans, raised fears of home- 
grown dissent in the king- 
dom, a key Western ally and 
the world’s largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter. 

Although the a t tack s tar- 
geted Americans, some 
analysts and Saudi officials 
see a link with economic 
pressures, lingering discon- 
tent and frustrations fuelled 
by perceptions that many 
Saudi princes aze immune 
to hardships faced by oth- 
ers. 

Excessive spending by 


some members of the royal 
family is now exposed by 
the economic decline, 
whereas in the oil boom 
years it was not so obvious, 
said a Saudi businessman. 

“These people want a 
job. -They see all this 
money and ask ‘where is it 
going?”* said another Saudi 
businessman. “You should 
see the poverty in the vil- 
lages and the unemploy- 
ment” “The real challenges 
aze economic. If Saudi Ara- 
bia can educate people and 
open new jobs, not in the 
government but in the pri- 
vate sectot..Most of the 
extremists we see in our 
country now are coming 
from poor families” a 
senior Saudi government 
official said. 

“Lack of education or 
poverty. This is what causes 
security problems. We need 
now to deal with the causes, 
not the result,” another 
Saudi official said. 

Unemployment, which 
some economists estimate 
as high as 20 per cent, is 
climbing and 60 per cent of 


the population is under the 
age of 20. 

About six million expatri- 
ates work in Saudi, which 
has a population of about 
18 million. Fewer than 
seven per cent of the private 
sector employees are Saudi, 
economists and bankers 
say. 

The Saudi government 
had for decades of oil 
wealth provided its citizens 
with a generous welfare 
system that paid for most of 
their basic needs, now it 
says it is trying to address 
the unemployment problem 
in its 1995-2000 develop- 
ment plan. 

The plan says 659,900 
new Saudi job entrants 
must be absorbed, with 
about 80 per cent having 
secondary school education 
or less. It foresees 340,000 
new jobs in the period, 30 
per cent of them in profes- 
sional or technical fields. 

Saudi citizens bad for 
decades favoured well-paid, 
half-day managerial jobs in 
the state sector, but a state 
spending squeeze due to 


low oil prices in the early 
1990s has changed that and 
the government can no 
longer create more public 
sector jobs to accommodate 
Saudis. 

In 1995, Riyadh slashed 
some subsidies, hiked utili- 
ty prices and told citizens to 
get ready for a period of 
adjustment as it tries to deal 
with a cash crunch. 

“The real challenge with 
lower government revenues 
is how can you continue to 
keep the people happy," 
said a Riyadh-based econo- 
mist wbo works tor the 
government 

“The social contract is the 
basis of toe (government’s) 
legitimacy. It is the thrust of 
everything the government 
seems to be doing and will 
probably be doing. The 
very basic element of the 
social contract is finding 
employment for people,” 
the economist added. 

The “population is grow- 
ing faster than the econo- 
my,” said a U.S. embassy 
report on Saudi economic 
trends in 1996. It said per 


capita gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) fell by more than 
half since the early 1980s, 
to $6,700 in 1995 from 
$18,800 in 1981. 

Economists estimate 
annual population growth 
in Saudi Arabia at between 
three and four per cent until 
the end of toe century. 

- The kingdom, in a sign of 
its determination to employ 
its citizens, is using a big 
stick method with the pri- 
vate sector by withholding 
loans from companies of 20 
people or more which do 
not increase Saudi labour 
by at least five per cent 

But Sandis “don’t have 
the job skills to get the 
salaries they demand,” said 
the’ economist. “Menial 
jobs for Saudis are as 
incongruous as (U.S. presi- 
dential candidate) Dole in 
denim.” 

But some economists and 
bankers say Saudi attitudes 
toward jobs are changing 
and you can even find Saudi 
taxi drivers these days, an 
idea unthinkable a few 
years ago. 


OECD: Norway’s growth to slow, other Nordic states to quicken 


PARIS (AFP) — Norway, 
one of the strongest of toe 
OECD economies, is likely 
to slow down next year but 
the other Nordic countries 
are --projected to enjoy 
accelerating growth, the 
OECD has said. 

Norway’s overall gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
growth including its off- 
shore oilfields fell to 3.7 
per cent last year from its 
peak of 5.7 per cent in 
2994; growth is projected to 
■wk* up to 4.2 per cent in 
1996 but fall back to 2.4 per 
cent in 1997, toe Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooper- 
ation and Development’s 
half-yearly Economic Out- 
look said. 

Mainland GDP is seen 
falling from 3 3 per cent in 
1995 to 2.7 per cent this 
year and to 2.4 per cent in 
1997. - 

The economy is neverthe- 
less “operating above its 
potential” and the unem- 
ployment rate is expected to 
fall towards four per cent 
while inflation is likely to 


average 1.7 per cent this 
year and 2.4 per cent next 
year. 

In Denmark, recent GDP 
growth has been hampered 
by falling exports, the 
OECD said, but a combina- 
tion of strong growth in 
earnings, lower interest 
rates and rising property 
prices “should lead to a 
quickening of economic 
growth” once the unantici- 
pated build-up of stocks has 
been reversed. This was 
caused by felling exports, 
but “exports should recover 
with the pickup in market 
growth from the second 
half of 1996 onwards.” 

Growth in GDP is pro- 
jected to slow from 2.6 per 
cent last year to 1.1 percent 
in 1996 but to rise to 2.7 per 
cent in 1997. 

Inflationary •. pressures 
:< %e-tik^y ; t& : remaitP^b L - 
dued,” the report said, but 
inflati on might rise to 23 
per cent in 1997. 

Sweden's expansion “has 
slowed as export demand 
has faltered,” the OECD 


reported, but “toe economy 
is well placed to sustain a 
moderate expansion of 
domestic demand” poshing 
projected growth in GDP 
from 13 per cent in 1996 to 
2.0 per cent next year. 

Swedish inflation has fall- 
en below the target rate of 
2.0 per cent, allowing mon- 
etary policy to support the 
economy, the OECD said. 
The rate of unemployment 
is projected to fell only 
slightly, from 7.6 per cent 
this year to 73 per cent next 
year, partly because of the 
high wage increases in 
recent agreements. 

Finland’s GDP growth is 
“projected to taper off to 
around 23 per cent in 1996 
as exports are expected to 
remain weak in the first 
half ” the report said. 
-.rBut^v-iwitb . “exports 
later m 199(6; 
measures To stimnlate con- 
struction becoming effec- | 
live add household savings 
falling to normal levels, 
economic growth could 
pick up to some 33 per cent 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Pass bills 
6 Moiety 
10 FKppancy 

14 Doorkeeper of a 
lodge 

15 Soaring song 

16 Parrot 

17 Israeli com 
•18 Confront * 

19 Surmounting 

20 O'Neal title 

23 Glamorous 

24 Etching aids 

25 Bums or Byrd 
28 Metal mixture 

30 Rodent foe 

31 Genuine 
33 Attempt 

37 Kids' combats 

41 Moving 

42 Low voice 

43 Fury 

44 Quart kin 

46 Service singer 
49 Heron or 
stork 

51 Stance 

52 Done deed 

58 Tar cry 

59 Gemstone 

60 — de merrthe 

61 Function 

62 Sale terms 

63 Concede 

64 Fashion 

65 New Jersey 
team 

66 Snare loop 

DOWN 

1 State, to 
Descartes 

2 Almost 

3 Cosmetic 
ingredient 

4 Red 

5 Kind of bullet 

6 Affectedly 
dramatic 

7 Vicinity 

8 Encumbrance 

9 Wealthy one 

10 Least 
respectable 

11 Took steps 

12 Inoculations 


1 1 1 1 li 1 1 i 1 1 m in 


I 1 Q 111 112 |13 
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0 1996 Trfijuw Mwfia Santas, Inc. 
Al rights rasarvsd. 


13 Certain student, 
briefly 

21 Fringe benefit 

22 Musical group 

25 Parks or 
Bonheur 

26 Is a landlord 

27 Stain 

28 Relating to the 
cheekbone 

29 Priestly Imen 
robes 

32 North Sea 
feeder 

34 Cut 

35 Before space or 
dynamics 

36 Belgian river 

38 Extreme and 
passionate in 
belief 

39 Pipe type 

40 Tie 

45 Greek foe 

47 Depth charge 

48 — well 

49 Exuberant cry 


□□□a □□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□ □DK9E3D □□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
(□□□ □□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□ □□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□ 
□□□□ QQQQQ □□□□ 
□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□HQ □□□□□ □□□ 
□□□QOQQOHQQODaa 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□DO 
□HQH QQHQQ □□□□ 


50 Lagoon island 

51 News media 

52 Friendly 

53 Carnation 
container 


54 Correct copy 

55 Trial tape 

56 Author 
Kingsley 

57 Dispense 


in 1997.” 

Unemployment is project- 
ed to remain high, dropping 
from a peak of 17 per cent 
last year to 163 per . cent 
this year and 153 per cent 
in 1997, while the current 
round of wage settlements 
should keep inflation 
between 13 and 2.0 per 
cent. 

But the OECD warns 
“there is a risk of the econ- 
omy becoming trapped in a 
vicious circle, with high 
unemployment and low 
confidence among house- 
holds feeding upon each 
other.” 

A surge in private con- 
sumption and a broadly 
based increase in business 
fixed investment con- 
tributed to a rise of 2.0 per 
cent in Iceland’s GDP last 


year, toe OECD said. But 
toe current external surplus 
declined as exports were 
plagued by supply con- 
straints and unemployment 
rose for toe fourth consecu- 
tive yean 

Economic growth is pro- 
jected to total 3.6 per cent 
in 1996 and by 3.4 per cent 
next year “buoyed by fur- 
ther rapid increases in pri- 
vate consumption and 
investment, especially relat- 
ed to toe expansion of the 
al umini um smelter and 
brighter prospects for 
marine exports ” 

Increases in demand are 
expected to push consumer 
prices up, with the rate of 
inflation rising from 1.8 per 
cent in 1995 to 2.2 per cent 
this year and 2.9 per cent in 
1997. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


i^T 



“The Internet gets us to Hawaii in ten 
seconds. Isn’t that better than sitting 
on a plane for ten hours?” 


Peanuts 

^Hl. CHUCK! 7 WE 
BACK (ESCAPED 
FROM CAMP A,— ^ 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 23, 1996 


Sudan issues new 
regulations on 
hard currency 


KHARTOUM (R) — The. 
Bank of Sudan has issued 
new regulations to govern., 
dealings in hard currency to 
coincide with the govern- 
ment's decision to allow 
foreign exchange bureaus 
to reopen, Akhbar A1 Youm 
newspaper reported Son- 
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THROUGH THE ' 
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THE NERVE/] 


Mutt’nJeff 


The independent daily 
said the regulations were 
issued Saturday, when 
exchange bureaus reopened 
11 days after their activities 
were suspended for a 
review of currency 
exchange regulations. 

The Bank of Sudan, the 
country’s central bank, has 
decreed that exchange 
bureaus must fix rates on a 
daily basis based on the 
average of toe day before 
and that exchange compa- 
nies that deal in hard cur- 
rency must close all their 
accounts and leave one 
hard currency account and 
one local cunency account 


in one branch of a commer- 
cial bank. 

The exchange houses 
must obtain certificates 
from toe Bank of Sudan 
before making available 
hard currency to finance 
imports. 

Under toe new regula- 
tions, exchange bureaus are 
not allowed to make more 
than two per cent profit 

Authorities allowed toe 
exchange bureaus to open 
last September but many 
Sudanese blame them for 
contributing to the decline 
in the value of the Sudanese 
pound. 

The pound has lost about 
half its value since they 
opened, mainly because 
inflati on is running at more 
than 100 per cent a year, 
and it now stands at about 
1 350 to the dollar. 

The bureaus say toe lack 
of foreign currency in 
Sudan is to blame for toe 
high dollar rates. 


Spain to embark on 
massive privatisation 


MADRID (AFP) — Spa- 
in’s conservative govern- 
ment has adopted a vast pri- 
vatisation plan to cut the 
country’s huge public 
deficit and qualify for Eu- 
rope’s single cunency in 
1999, Industry Minister Jo- 
sep Pique said after a cabi- 
net meeting. Ac-cording to 
unofficial estimates, the 
“strategic privatisation 
plan” of public ent-erprises 


could bring the st-ate about 
600 billion pesetas ($4.7 
billion ) by the end of 1997 
and a total of 2,000 billion 
pesetas over several years. 
Mr. Pique said the plan 
aimed to put in older toe 
public sector, now “inco- 
herent and incongruous” 
and to modernise the enter- 
prises to make them more 
competitive. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by H m ri AmoUand NBk» Arginon 


Unscramble thssa four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinaiy words. 


NEFEC 


ewiMiUiMKk 


MONED 


DRIPEM 


LANSID 


WHAT THE PATIENTS 
CON^IPEREC? THE 
CHARITY WORKERS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer; I 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HIKER BRASS TWINGE ENGULF 
Answer Where the day care helpers spent their 

working hours - ON THE "SWING" SHIFT 


. UJE hated pup 7 whatever.. see 

5LEEPIN6 IN THOSE 5 TENT5.. ( YOl), CHARLES.. 
PUPPY TENTS.. . 1 - 7 / — — 




THXTlBTVE 1 
APTWWON.' 


* WHATAAMON S 
ABOir?HEJUM»yS 
FEELS AT HOME WITH ‘ 
. HteOWMWND •- 


it's a ’ 

cweAP 

SUIT/, 


r SURE, BUT NOSODV 
WILL KNOW IF VDU 
DON'T GET CAUGHT 
. .A JN THE 

rain/ . 





MUTT WHAT KINDT I TOLD VDU 
OF A SUIT DID [ NOT TO GET 
>0U SELL ME?i CAUGHT IN 
LOOK! THE 


' J?AIN ? ITS NOT 

raining/ it just 

GOT CLOUDy/ 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY, JULY 4 
23,1 996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Don’t get 
involved in a disagree- 
ment between a fellow 
associate and an official 
or you could get into a 
deep dilemma. Later 
tonight you can meet with 
some knowledgeable per- 
son and discuss the posi- 
tive aspects of your 
career. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) A new contact^ 
may not agree with hovr 
you do your career activi- 
ties, however, control 
your disposition. Then 
rise above this strange sit- 
uation and you w£fi dis- 
cover the success which 
is available to you at this 
time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Don’t disagree 
with a practical individual 
over some amusement 
expense today and you 
will save the situation 
which is present Later 
this evening will be good 
for spending some time 
with a bigwig and get 
some good advice. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) A fami- 
ly tie and a fellow associ- 
ate may not agree today, 
however, don t mix in, 
since it does not concern * 
you and peace soocP 
reigns. Later this evening 
you can meet with some 
close friends for some 
exciting amusements. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Don’t try to straighten 
out a disagreement 
between a fellow associ- 
ate and an outside partner 
since they are not chemi- 
cally compatible. This 
evening is good for you to 
complete some important 
new projects and gain 
success. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A close 
friend and an advisor 
4 could disagree today, 
inhowevenuri:'. don’t *T-get 
^involved ' or you could 
find yourself in the mid- 
dle of something difficult 
Then later this evening 
the relationship between 
them will be positive. 
LIBRA: (September 23 i 
to October 22) Yon and 
your loved ones may noLt - 
see eye-to-eye on som&r. 
matter today, however, it 
is their privilege, so say 
nothing and allow them to 
work out this situation on 
their own, then peace will 
soon reign for many days 
ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You find 
that two fellow associates 
disagree today and you 
don't know how to pro- 
ceed, so listen to what 
clever close friends have 
to suggest and follow 
their advice and you will 
discover the success 
which is present 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 

Do not involve yourself 
today in a disagreement 
between a fellow associ- 
ate and a financier over 
how to spend money. 
Later this evening you 
can seek the advice of 
some bigwig and proceed 
on some new project 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Don’t gt 
into a conversation today, j 
with a powerful persodp ,1 
who could ruin your posi- i 
tion in your career activi- 
ties and your chance for 
advance with the compa- 
ny you are associated 
with at this time. 
AQUARIUS: (January ; 

21 to February 19) Get 
some tasks completed 
today which require your 
attention and then you 
can accept new situations i 
which are coming on in ! 
your direction in the next 
few days. This evening 
you can spend some qual- 
ity time with your mate. \ 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Plan your time 
wisely today so that you 
can handle business 
affairs of importance and 
also personal ones. Be 
devoted to your mate later 
this evening and you 
notice much affection 
generated in your direct . 
tion. 
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Egypt, Israel 
consortium sign 

oil refinery deal 
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CAIRO (R) — An Egypt- 
ian-Israeli consortium 
Sunday signed a series of 
contracts to build a $1.2 
billion oil refinery in 
Alexandria, Egypt. 

The contracts were 
awarded to a European con- 
sortium, a Japanese compa- 
ny and four U.S. compa- 
nies, the Middle East Oil 
Refinery (MIDOR) consor- 
tium told reporters in Cairo. 

Technipetrol of Italy and 
Technip . of France will 
build the refinery. The U.S. 
companies UOP, Conoco 
and Bechtel will supply 
state-of-the-art technology 
and Louisiana Carbon will 
participate in product off- 
takes, MIDOR added in a 
statement. 

MIDOR is a joint venture 
between Israel's Merhav 
Group, the Hussein K. 
Salem Group of Egypt and 
the Egyptian General 
Petroleum Corp. (EGPC). 

“We started three-and-a- 
half years ago on this pro- 
ject. At first, we explored 
several other projects rang- 
ing from gold mines to 
petrochemicals until we 
decided on the oil refinery," 
said Hussein Salem, chair- 
man of the Salem Group. 

“We (Egypt and Israel) 
were enemies of the past 
and now we are friends of 
today” be added, referring 
to the peace deal signed 
between the two countries 
in 1979. 

The signing ceremony 
was followed by a lavish 
champagne reception and 
lunch at a five-star Cairo 
hotel which key Egyptian 
and Israeli officials attend- 
ed 

Officials at MIDOR said 
a ground-breaking ceremo- 
ny is expected to take place 
in October and that the final 
steps in . pjrajept develppf 
ment,* including' financing 
as well as selection of other 
construction groups, will be 
concluded soon. 

They said the European 
Investment Bank had 
extended long-term credit 
of $300 million to the pro- 
ject. They also said that 
several export credit agen- 
cies have expressed an 
interest in providing credit 
for the project 

One official added that 


the construction phase wiU 
take three to four years to 
be finished 

National Westminster 
and Banque National de 
Paris already serve as arr- 
anging banks for financing. 

Merhav and Salem each 
has 40 per cent of the pro- 
ject and the EGPC has 20 
per cent. 

The refinery will produce 
mostly unleaded gasoline. 
Israel and Egypt will each 
get a third of production 
while the rest will be sold 
to adjacent markets, such as 
Tbrkiey, southern Italy, 
Greece, Cyprus and the 
Palestinians. 


Foreign interest grows 
in Egyptian shares 


CAIRO (R) — Foreign 
investors more than tripled 
their share of business on 
the Egyptian stock 
exchange in the first half of 
1996 as international inter- 
est in the market took off, a 
senior financial official has 
said. 

Ashraf Shams A! Din, 
deputy chairman of Egypt's 
Capita] Markets Authority 
(CMA), said international 
investors' accounted for 20 
per cent of the 3.3 billion 
pounds ($970 million) of 
stock traded on the Cairo 
bourse in the first six 
months of the year. 

That compared with just 
six per cent of the 3.8 bil- 
lion pounds traded in the 


whole of last year. 

“The domestic investment 
base has increased sharply, 
but on top of all that the for- 
eign investment has risen 
even faster” Mr. Shams A1 
Din told Reuters. 

. He said international 
investors were drawn by 
Egypt’s relative economic 
openness compared to other 
Arab stock markets, the 
Egyptian government’s 
renewed commitment to 
economic reform and by 
high-profile conferences in 
New York and London pro- 
moting investment opportu- 
nities in the country. 

“I don't think any of the 
existing markets in the 
region allow for free such 


accessibility to share own- 
ership as in Egypt," Mr. 
Shams A1 Din said. 

He said most of the for- 
eign players were 
international investors from 
the United States, Britain, 
Singapore and from other 
Arab countries. 

Brokers say that foreign 
buying has been partly 
behind a two-week surge in 
the Egyptian share prices. 

They said a flurry of sales 
of state companies and the 
proposed listing of Egypt's 
largest private sector bank 
on the London exchange 
had also put the exchange 
in the international spot- 
light. 
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Price war takes toll of PC market 


PARIS (AFP) —Alarm sig- 
nals last week from Digital 
and Escom, two major 
names in personal comput- 
ers (PCs), revealed starkly 
how much the once-lucra- 
tive PC market has been 
plunged into crisis by an 
escalating price war. 

Escom A.G.. which shot 
to second place on the Ger- 
man PC market in less than 
10 years, shocked the busi- 
ness world last week by 
announcing it was going 
into receivership. 

The American company 
Digital ended two years of 
spectacular development by 
announcing a ruthless rest- 
ructuring programme with 
loss of 7,000 jobs, or more 
than 1 0 per cent of its work- 
force. 

The difficulties of the 
German company, which 
will go bankrupt if it cannot 
find a buyer, was caused by 
what was seen as a risky 
business policy and a stocks 
backlog due to an unex- 
pectedly slow market 
growth in the European PC 
market in recent months. 

Robert Palmer. Digital’s 


chief executive, made no 
booes about who was to 
blank for the company’s 
recent performance: The 
microprocessing division. 

‘The performance of our 
personal computers activity 
is unacceptable," he said. 

But many observers 
believe the chief culprit is 
the price war in the PC mar- 
ket The French consultant 
Francois Klipfel said: Tt 
has disoriented everybody. 
Companies have deferred 
their purchases, anticipat- 
ing that prices would fall 
further" 

Several top-of-the-range 
computers now find them- 
selves selling at the same 
price as bonom-of-tfae- 
range versions of eight 
months earlier. 

It seems Digital will not 
quit the PC market, as did 
the French company Bull 
when it banded over its sub- 
sidiary Zenith Data Sys- 
tems (ZDS) to its U.S. part- 
ner Packard-Bell in April, 
or the British company 
1CL, whose PC division has 
now been completely taken 
over by the parent compa- 


ny, Fujitsu. 

Like ZDS, Digital did not 
manage to get into the 
world’s top ten, which 
includes the market leader 
Compaq, along with names 
like Hewlett-Packard, IBM 
and Bell. The American 
maker Apple is in trouble 
similar to that of the PC 
makers, according to the 
Wall Street Journal. 

The newspaper last wee* 
reported a 30 to 50 per cent 
drop in sales of Apple's 
Macintosh computers dur- 
ing the April-May period 
compared to a year ago. 

Without confirming these 
figures, the group has 
admitted that it did not 
anticipate profits in the 
short-term. 

Despite the current crisis, 
which could lead to various 
brand names disappearing 
or being merged, the spe- 
cialist Francois Klipfel 
remains optimistic about 
the future of microprocess- 
ing. He said it would 
“remain a growing market, 
much better oriented than 
most other economic sec- 
tors." 


REUTERS 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor. 
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Fax: 810520 J 
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Heyns slashes 44 seconds off world 


mark as Poll upstages Van Almsick 

United States strikes gold on 2nd day 


ATLANTA (R) — The 
United States won their 
first two golds of the 
Atlanta Olympics on 
Sunday and swimmer 
Penny Heyns smashed her 
own world record to give 
South Africa their first 
Gaines title since 1952. 

France’s grand old lady 
of cycling, Jeannie Longo, 
finally captured an 
Olympic gold at the fourth 
attempt and was rewarded 
with a congratulatory call 
from President Jacques 
Chirac. 

But with the Games only 
two days old, the organis- 
ers faced a chorus of 
protest after technical 
hitches, traffic gridlock 
and mammoth crowds 
threatened the world's 
greatest sports show. 

The International 

Olympic Committee 
ordered red-faced officials 
to get it right and do it 
now. “This is worse than 
getting out of Vietnam 



e v “* o 

after the fallof Saigon,' 


grumbled one reporter try- 
ing to get Co a venue. 
Mutinous rowers even 
staged a sit-in and con- 
fronted police after being 
stranded by transport 
problems. 

U.S. world champion 
Tom Dolan fought a battle 
royal with his compatriot 
Eric Namesnik in me 400 
metres individual medley 
final for the honour of 
landing the first gold 
medal of the centenary 
Games for the host nation. 
The American team then 
added another in die 
4x200 metres- freestyle 
relay. 

But the emotion of the 
battle with Dolan was too 
much for Namesnik, his 
constant rival and friend. 
As Dolan spoke to 
reporters Names ink sunk 
to the floor, his bead in his 
hands, and wept 

With the super-fast 
swimming pool living up 
to its reputation. Penny 
Heyns beat her own world 
record by a hefty 0.44 sec- 
onds in die morning beats 


South Africa’s Penny Heyns (top) dives into the pool en route to a new world record 
time for the womens’ 100 metre breaststroke at the Atlanta Olympics. Heyns timed 
1:07.02 during her heat Kristine Quance of the United States dives at the bottom of 
the picture (Reuters photo) 


before caking the 100 
metres breaststroke final 
from 14-year-old 

American Amanda Beard. 

Costa Rica's Claudia 
Poll upstaged Germany's 
world champion Franziska 
Van Almsick to land the 
fourth swimming gold of 
the night — the 200 
metres freestyle. 

The Atlanta storm clouds 
tuned out to have a silver 
lining for French veteran 
Longo who won die 
women's road race after 


astring of unlucky defeats 
Games. 


in the last three 

"The rain gave me the 
opportunity to attack and 
make the race 
toucher for the rest,* 
the 37-year-old. 

But her compatriot, 
judoka Esdia Essombe, 
ended her Atlanta Games 
in agony with a suspected 
leg fracture after being 
thrown by Italy’s Ylenia 
Scapin. 


After two days of com- 
petition, Poland led the 
medals table with four 
golds in judo, wrestling 
(2) and shooting. 

Fredrik Deburghgraeve's 
world record and gold 
medal in the 100 metres 
breaststroke caused wild 
scenes in Belgium on 
Sunday, its national day. 
To add to die celebrations, 
Belgianulla Werbrouck 
won the women's light- 
heavyweight judo gold. 

In the men’s trap, 
Michael Diamond won 
Australia’s first Olympic 
shooting gold and said he 
. hoped reaction to (he mas- 



in the sport being excluded 
from the 2000 Games in 
his native Sydney. 

Russia claimed a gold- 
silver finish in the filial of 
the women’s 10 metres air 
pistol with Olga 


Klochneva pipping 
Marina! Ogvinenko, who 
won the event in 
Barcelona four years ago. 
France's Laura Flessel 
took the gold in the 
women's individual 
while wrestler 
Melnichenko won 

Kazakhstan's first summer 
gold in the 57 kg Greco- 
Roman event 
In boxing, there was a 
row about the U.S. head- 
gear. The Americans said 
an official kept question- 
ing the kit even tnoug hit 
was in order. No such 
tensions for Canadian 
Hgto-fljywdghtboxer 

he calmly returnee, id ins 
sewing. "You can't eat 
all your trophies and your 
tracksuits," he said, 
explaining why he is in the 
embroidery business. 
“This is a good endeavour 
forme” 


Dream Team wants 


to frighten opponents 


ATLANTA (R) — America’s millionaire basketball players 
want to put a little fear back in the hearts of their Olympic 
opponents, if not the full-blown awe the original Dream 
Team inspired. 

The U.S. Stars were sluggish for the first half of their 
eventual tout of Argentina in Saturday’s opening match and 
centre David Robinson was still worrying at Sunday’s off- 
day practice that other nations might be stalling to believe 
that bis team could actually be defeated. 

"Last night, going into halftime, that team actually 
thought they could beat ns with a few lucky turns,” 
Robinson said. "We don't want that to happen, ever.” 

The Argentines trailed hy just two points at halftime in 
Saturday night’s game, and despite th& 96-68 final score- 
line, the Americans were searching for ways to "re-create 
that awe ” as Robinson put it 

It was coach Lenny Wilkeos who brought the “awe" con- 
cept up in the first place, but he says the”deep awe” that 
opponents felt for the original Dream Team cannot be 
repeated. 

“I think that's a one-time thing,” he said. 

*7 think they respect our talent, but they’re going to come 
out and play.” 

Forward Charles Barkley put it a little differently: 
“You’re only a virgin one time in your life. You can’t go 
back there ” 

But Robinson would like to try: “I think if we establish 
ourselves early in the game, and show them, ‘bey, we're not 
playing around, this is no joke for us, we’re here to play,' 
that awe will be there again, they’ll think, ‘well, we can’t 
heat this team, there’s no way'.” 

Wilkens also believes that the first few minutes are the 
key to establishing dominance. "We have to be much more 
aggressive at the start of every game,” he said. 

In this case, Barkley saw it differently. 

“We’re trying to blow everybody out in the first couple of 
minutes and that’s not going to happen,” he said. 

"We’re trying to compete too much with Dream Team I. 
We don't have to win by a certain number of points.” 

Barkley, who blamed the lateness of Saturday night’s 
game for much of the Americans’ problems, summarised: 
“We didn’t play very well, but we won. We’ve got to adjust 
to the 10 o’clock starting time and I think we’U be fine.” 

He added: “Sometimes it’s going to be a struggle for five, 
15, 20 minutes. But in the long run we’re going to wear the 
other team down and win.” 


Finnish shot-putter 
fails drug test 


HELSINKI (R) — Finnish 
champion shot-putter Markus 
Koistinen has flailed a doping 
test and it is not clear 
whether he will compete at 
fee Atlanta Olympics, the 
Finnish Sports- Association 
.Suomen.Urbeilblutto said on 
Monday. 0 
The association would 
decide later on Monday what 
action to take, a spokesman 
said on Finnish Radio. He 
said Koistinen tested positive 
for an unspecified substance 
after winning the Finnish 
national championships in 


tampere just over two weeks 
ago. Koistinen has not yet 
left Finland for Atlanta. 

“It is a doping infringe- 
ment,'* the spokesman said. 

If the association decided 
to act its first move would be 
to ban koistinen inlheS^ort 
term from compefifftifit be 
said. 

Koistinen, 26, placed 10th 
at the world championships 
in Gothenburg, Sweden, last 
year and was fifth in the 
European Championships in 
1994. 


Tang’s record signals Asia’s strength 


ATLANTA (R) — Tang Lings beng broke fee 
world bantamweight (54kg) record Sunday 
to give China its first Olympic weightlifting 
gold in 12 years. 

Tang was left holding his record-breaking 
lift for what seemed like an eternity as one of 
the three judges' lights failed to come on, and 
he refused to put it down until his coach 
rushed on to the stage to tell him be had won. 

The win announced to the long-dominant 
south-east Europeans and Russians that 
Asia’s pre-olympic leadership of the world 
rankings in six weight classes was not just a 


flash in the pan. 

After all the main contenders lifted 1375 
kg in the snatch, Greece’s Albanian-born 
world champion Leonidas Sabanis hoisted 
167.5 kg in the clean-and jerk, forcing tang 
to lift a world record or lose the gold on his 
higher bodyweighL 

Tang smoothly pushed the 170 kg bar aloft 
off his chest, equalling the world record for 
the clean and jerk and setting a new com- 
bined maik of 3075 kg, 25 kg more than the 
previous record held by Bulgaria’s Nikolai 
Peshalov. 
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Agassi, Seles seek gold standard 


ATLANTA (R) — Andre 
Agassi and Monica Seles 
will have to cut short their 
sightseeing and get down 
to work Tuesday to help 
resurrect an Olympic ten- 
nis tournament ’which has 
lost a significant amount of 
gloss over the past week. 

Agassi and Seles, respec- 
tive top seeds following the 
injury withdrawals of Pete 
Sampras and Steffi Graf, 
both feature on the first day 
programme as organisers 
do their best to divert the 
U.S. public’s gaze away 
from the dream team and 
the pool 

While both are million- 
aires who can afford just 
about any luxury in life, 
neither the Las Vegan 
showman nor the former 
Yugoslav prodigy can 
boast an Olympic medal in 
a drawer at home. 

Agassi, whose father 
Mike represented Iran at 
boxing in the 1948 and 
1952 Games, has already 
promised to "go out and 
bust my ass to win" even 
though his recent form — 
just two wins in five 
matches since April — is 
scarcely encouraging. 

Seles too has been trou- 
bled by a persistent shoul- 
der injury, yet without the 
two unlikely team mates 
the Olympic draw would 
be a sorry sight. 


For assorted reasons, 
none of tins year's men’s 
Grand Slam champions is 
in Atlanta. Apart from 
world number one 
Sampras, Thomas Muster, 
Boris Becker, Michael 
Chang, Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov, Richard 
Krajicek and Jim Courier 
are all elsewhere, mostly 
through choice. 

Muster has claimed ten- 
nis lacks Olympic tradition 
and prestige, conveniently 
ignoring tiie fact it was part 
of the Games schedule 
from 1896 to 1924. It 
returned as an exhibition 
sport in 1968 in Mexico 
City and in 1984 in Los 
Angeles, before becoming 
a medal sport once again in 
Seoul in 1988. 

Defending champion 
Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland is around to 
launch the centre court 
action at Stone Mountain 
Park against little-known 
Moroccan Hicham Arazi, 
but the pre-tournament 
favourite is probably 
Goran Ivanisevic, seeded 
second behind agassi, who 
begins against south 
African Marcos ondruska 
on Wednesday. 

He and the other leading 
seeds can all relax for an 
extra 24 hours, by which 
time they will know 
whether Agassi has suriv- 


ived his tricky first round 
encounter with Sweden’s 
Jonas Bjorkman, a fourth 
round finisher at both the 
Australian and French 
Opens this year. 

Grafs recurrent knee 
injury has left the door ajar 
amongst the women for 
Spain’s Conchita Martinez 
and Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, seeded second and 
third respectively and hop- 
ing to achieve on foreign 
soil what they failed to do 
four years ago at home. 

The women’s gold 
medallist from the 1992 
Games in Barcelona, how- 
ever, is nowhere to be seen. 
Jennifer Capriati's beam- 
ing smile as she stood on 
the winner's podium 
quickly faded as problems 
in her career and personal 
life mounted. 

After two arrests and a 
hiatus from the sport she 
began a serious comeback 
this year but her erratic 
form failed to win her a 
place on the U.S. team. 

Nowadays the young 
American player regarded 
as a potential new star is 
Chanda Rubin, but the 
odds on her striking gold in 
adama are lengthy. She has 
not played for five weeks 
after suffering a stress frac- 
ture of a bone in her wrist 
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Brazil forward Bebeto (left) shows his frustration July 
21 as Japanese defenseman Hldeto Suzuki (right) walks 
away In the second half of Olympic play in Miami. 
Japan upset Brazil 1-0 ( Reuters photo) 
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Brazil, Italy upset 


ATLANTA (R) — 

Favourites Brazil suffered a 
shock 1-0 defeat by Japan 
and a huge setback to their 
hopes of winning their first 
Olympic soccer title 
Sunday. 

In two other upsets, 
European under-21 champi- 
ons Italy lost 1-0 to unfan- 
cied Mexico and African 
powerhouse Ghana, 1992 
Games bronze medallists, 
slumped 1-0 to South Korea. 

Brazil, attempting to 
become the first country to 
hold both the World Cup and 
Olympic title since Italy in 
the 1930s, were rocked by 
an under-rated Japanese side 
whose heroic goalkeeper 
Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi 
made a series of fine saves. 

Having dominated for 
much of the game in mi ami, 
Brazil conceded a goal in 
the 70th minute when goal- 
keeper Dida and midfielder 
Flavio Conceicao collided 
after Dida failed to hold a 
rasping shot from Teruyoshi 
ito and the ball rolled into 
the net. 

Brazil, fielding 1994 
World Cup heroes Bebeto, 
Aldair and Ronaldinho as 
well as Juninho, threw men 
forward in a desperate bid to 
find an equaliser, but 
Kawaguchi continued to 
deny them. 

In the second-half he 


made a point-blank save 
from Savio, stopped a curl- 
ing free-kick from Juninho, 
turned a drive from Flavio 
Conceicao round the post 
and fisted away a rasping 
shot from Bebeto. 

Japan, who were well 
organised and highly mobile 
in midfield, share top spot in 
Group D with Nigeria, who 
beat Hungary 1-0 in 
Orlando, Florida. 

, Italy, fielding World Cup 
goalkeeper Gianluca 
Pagtiuca as one of their 
three over-age players in a 
tournament otherwise 
restricted to under- 23s, went 
down to a late sucker-punch 
after having been content to 
defend for most of their 
Group C game in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

Francisco Palencia ghost- 
ed into the box to meet a • 
cross from the left, w 
Unmarked, he took his time 
to pick his spot and deliber- 
ately placed the ball past 
Pagliuca. 

In the other Group C 
match, highly-fancied 

Ghana — built around play- 
ers from their under-] 7 
world championship-win- 
ning sides of 1991 and 1995 
— lost to a goal four min- 
utes from halftime in 
Washington. Woon Joflg- 
Hwan was the goalscoring 
hero for South Korea. 




Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 


BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 
Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 
Dumb and Dumber 


CONCORD “2” 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:45, 6:45,9:45 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Sairtieh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 




Louganis glad 1 
of competition 


ATLANTA . \]-p, — Greg 
kKRd Ah. sihijwed the worl 
W*"* ho AIDS, i-c happ 

5 '<i -pc-.i-i? : 

ir~ 12 yean; ii 
'toMon:: enough.'' Louganis : 

1 m JU lulls njjj I’ m JTOf 

Japri-.ure.ur.r.S.dnwwj 
‘-‘ft home soil. 


! APARTMENTS 

£2 turn, shed apartments, ead 
r ,rooms - timing room, tefepl 

hJI&!2!SS» 


' 0n i r 'iear Khalidi Hospi 


i!^! een Zsh ran Post Office & 

.‘■-tedronrwe <5 w-.i , 


-grooms. 3 bathrooms, I 
^ Rock Hotel, m front of Am 

Interested pleas 



iw us v i LLA fc 


With 


bedroorr 
garden in Sato 
,s hed or unfumishet 


SRI LANK, 


filing 

'll f 0 „ ’ She has -g 
° pea " & Arab* \ 
p,easc contact {$ 
Tel. « 




SITUATION 

miss,on inv »« < 

^ L around 25 yaa 

En9lish An 

?**25 Bne# in a 

jy Wo *- Candidal 
V Evci; 0mputer Skills, e 
letters h^' *** should 
^ing :»**• correspot 

! ^ l »an n (F° UrCv with refe 

' ax NO- 06-65954J; 


•jf ~ - 




v ~ 










luesrf 


J - V 'iu lv „ 







^ Jn ' s<) !in}£ic * 


Vit »_ 1; 


&*&**« r* : 








tfP- 




fll #*&*■<*, 1»L 
t»4*BM»r *»*• . 
WMWSdi ftV* 4 

S*»a t * k. 


*• 4 ''“ 


TH£ SAfiR- A ' js , 

Afgp Hum3 r ' 

A «t8:3°P;Se^ 


Sports 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 23, 1996 



France’s Essombe suffers broken leg Russian women edge U.S. team 
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British rowers Matthew Pincent (left) and Steven Red- 
grave, reigning world and Olympic champions, are pic- 
tured In action during their open heat of the coxless 
pairs at the Atlanta Olympics. Redgrave moved a step 
closer to a fourth consecutive Olympic title after com- 
fortably winning the heat (Reuters photo) 
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USA’s Lisa Leslie (centre) is unable to control the ball 
between Cuba’s Yamilet Martinez (left) and Delia Her- 
nandez Henry (right) during their basketball game. 
The USA women’s team won the preliminary game 101 
to 84 (Reuters photo) 


Louganis glad to have stress 
of competition behind him 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Greg Louganis, the Olympic diving 
legend who shocked the world when he announced last 
year that he has AIDS, is happy to be back at the Games, 
as a spectator. 

‘T competed for 12 years in world class competition, 
that’s long enough,” Louganis said . 

“Tm awfully glad I’m not competing.” he said, adding 
that pressures on U.S. divers would be tremendous with the 
Games on home soil. 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1- 2 furnished apartments, each consists of 2 bedrooms. 2 
bathrooms, dining room, telephone, 2 salons, closed bal- 
cony, separate central heating. 

Location: Near Khalidi Hospital, Abu Firas Str., No. 44, 
between Zahran Post Office & Hala Inn Hotel. 

2- 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. L-shaped salon. Next to the 
San Rock Hotel, in front of Amra Park. 

Interested please call 655410 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Spacious 3 bedrooms, two-storey villa 
with garden in Safout, Suweileh. Fur- 
nished or unfurnished. 


SRI LANKAN LADY 

Willing to work with diplomatic 
mission . She has good experience in 
European & Arabic cooking . 

Please contact Goulding Wings 

Tel. 693598 1 


SITUATION VACANT 

A diplomatic mission invites applications for the post of 
Receptionist-cum-Commerciai Assistant from eligible 
candidates of around 25 years of age, fluent in wntten 
and spoken English and Arabic and with minimum 3 
years’ experience in a reputed organisation, preferably 

in secretarial work. Candidates shouldbe^fiaent.n 
typing and computer skills, especially Widows 9^MS 
Wtord, Excel etc. and should be able to independently 
draft letters, handle correspondences and filing, besides 
having an aptitude tor public relations and liaison work. 

Rush in your CV with references to 
Amman (Fax No. 06-659540) latest by July 29, 1996. 


ATLANTA (R) — French 
Judoka Estha Essombe was 
left writhing on the floor 
with a suspected leg frac- 
ture on Sunday when she 
was thrown by Italy’s Yle- 
nia Scapin in the under 72 
kg event. 

Scapin took the bronze 
medal with the fast ippon 
throw and waved to the 
crowds as Essombe was 
removed by stretcher. 

Team medics said later 
they suspected Essombe’s 
leg was broken. She was 
sent to hospital for further 
checks. 

Belgium’s Ulla Wer- 
brouck took the gold in the 
event, and the silver went 
to Japan’s Yoko Tanabe, a 
three- time Olympian who 
is bidding farewell to the 
games in Atlanta. 

Cuba’s Diadenis Luna, 
the 1995 world champion, 
shared the bronze with 
Scapia 

Three- time world jndo 
champion Pawel Nastula of 
Poland won gold in the 
men's half-heavyweight 
division and dedicated his 
medal to the national team 
chief, who died during the 
Olympic opening ceremo- 
ny. 








France’s Estha Essombe (right) yells in pain as she dam- 
ages her leg and loses to Italy’s Ylenia Scapin in the 
women’s bronze medal 72- leg judo match (Reuters photo) 

“His death came as a big minutes into the match he 


shock to all of us,” Nastula 
said of Eugeni usz 
Pietrasik, who suffered a 
heart attack at Friday's cer- 
emony. 

“Nobody expected it, but 
it has mobiliskl all of our 
athletes. He is looking 
down on ns and sharing our 
honours.” 

Nastula, 26, one of 
Europe's most consistent 
competitors, made quick 
work of 21 -year-old South 
Korean student Kim Min- 
soo, the 1994 junior world 
champion. Less than two 
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Panasonic covers the Olympics 


Once again, after Stoul and Barcelona, Panasonic has 
been selected as the nuuin sponsor for the audioMsual 
equipment during Atlanta 96 Olympic Games. 

Not only the main sponsor of this historic event, Pana- 
sonic is also the official supplier of professional digital 
audioMsual equipment to cover and broadcast the events 
simultaneously. 

In addition to a giant outdoor television screen (astrovi- 
sion) displayed at the main stadium, Panasonic supplied 
1,200 digital VTR’s, 300 sets of digital camcorders and 
4.000 sets of digital monitors, ensuring the highest quali- 
ty enjoyment by viewers all over the world. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished or Unfurnished Fiat 

135 sq.m., on the main road leading to the American 
Embassy. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining room, 
sitting room. 

Call 819432 


FOR RENT 

2-bedroom furnished apartment. 
Unfurnished 3-bedroom roof. 

Location: Between the 6th and 7th Circles. 

Please call Tel: 813671 


FOR BENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED APART- 
MENT. 3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS* SPA- 
CIOUS RECEPTION, TV AND DINING ROOM, 
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, PANORAMIC 
VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST LOCATIONS IN 
RABIA. . . 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 838756 / 079-35591 


TWO FLOORS FOR SALE 

Two flats (each on entire .floor) in a four-storey 
building are for sale . Located at the most beautiful 
location in Sweifieh, area 316 sq.m.+78 sq.m, 
services. The flat consists of 4 bedrooms with wall 
closets, L-shaped salons and large dining room 
with excellent quality marble, living room open to 
kitchen (American style), 5 bathrooms, maid’s and 
laundry room, verandas. 

Super deluxe finishing with wail and ceiling 
insulation, Ma'an mason, garage, independent 
heating, central gas, water well, stores and shelter 
for each fiat. 

For information call at site, Ismail Haqqi 
Sidqi str., Deir Gbar # 21 or Tel. 857613. 


felled the yoanger man 
with a text-book ippon 
throw. 

- Kim reached the finals 
after a hard struggle 
against 30-year-old veteran 
"iStepbane Traineau of 
France, the 1991 world 
champion, whose drive for 
the gold at the 1994 
Barcelona Games fizzled 
early. 

Traineau won a bronze 
along with Brazil’s Miguel 
Fernandes, a gold medal- 
list in Barcelona in the 
under 95-kg event 


Kazakhstan 
win 1st 
medal 


ATLANTA (R) — Russia’s 
women gymnasts, respond- 
ing to an inspiring pep talk 
from coach Leonid Arkaev, 
grabbed a slender lead ova 1 
the United States on Sunday 
after the compulsory exercis- 
es. 

World champions Roma- 
nia set the early mark in the 
morning session but were 
overtaken by the Americans, 
who in turn were caught by 
the Russians in a compelling 
competition that promises a 
sizzling showdown in later 
optionals. 

“I told them they had to hit 
their landings, that we need- 
ed to do well in the vault,” 
said Arkaev, who rallied his 
team around him before the 
crucial exercise. 

Russia totalled 193.796 
points from 24 routines to 
lead the United States by a 
scant 0.127 of a point. 

Romania were third anoth- 
er half-point back, followed 
by Ukraine and China. 

The Americans looked as 
if they might run their medal 
chances to zero with four 
successive shaky perfor- 
mances on the beam. 

Then came Shannon 
Miller’s turn, and the five- 
lime medallist in Barcelona 
.put the U.S. Team back on 
course with the day's best 
beam performance, a 9.737. 

Tiny . 14-year-old 

Dominique Moceanu fol- 
lowed Miller with another 
superb routine on the gym- 






Russia’s Svetlana Chorkina performs in front of the 
crowd at the Georgia Dome. The gymnastics competi- 
tions will end July 30 (Reuters photo) 


nasties 1 equivalent of the 
high wire and the U.S. side 
was off and running. 

Results were disappointing 
for China, in both individual 
and team events. Beam 


world champion Mo Huilan 
broke form coming out of a 
hands and on the uneven 
bars and took an uncharac- 
teristic 9.437. She was 12th 
in the standings. 


ATLANTA (R) — Yuri 
Melnichenko of . Kaza- 
khstan won his country’s 
first summer Olympic gold 
Sunday and robbed the 
United States of a home 
victory by defeating world 
champion Dennis Hall in 
the 57-kg class Greco- 
Roman wrestling. 

Hall, a shaven-headed 25- 
year-old. had attracted an 
enthusiastic home crowd to 
the Atlanta conference cen- 
tre that is hosting the 
ancient Olympic, sport. 

nichenko, the 1994 world 
champion, used his superior 
speed to take a 4-0 paints 
lead in the first minute of 
the five-minute bout 

The only UJS. golds in 
Greco-Roman wrestling 
came at the Los Angeles 
Olympics, boycotted by the 
eastern bloc countries 
which have always domi- 
nated the sport. 

The Poles were on top 
form and grabbed two of 
the five golds on offer in 
Sunday’s session. 

Andrzej Wrooski, the 
1988 Olympic and former 
world champion, ended 
what he said would be his 
last Olympics with victory 
over Sergei Lishtvan of 
Belarus. 


Kingdom ’s women ’s basketball 
championship starts today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Kingdom’s basketball 
season moves into full gear Tuesday when 
the 1996 womeo’s championship gets 
underway with three teams taking pan. 

While the Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) has been unable to muster more than 
four teams in the competition for the past 
seven years, the encouraging factor, may be 
that participating .cluljs have started: taking 
'^Serious int^stiri^^fr“teariis 'lit “the time 
■the^JBF hflOjeguru focusing on national 
teams' since last summer. 

The three teams — A1 Jazireh, A1 Ortho- 
dox] and A1 Ahli — yesterday finished a 
friendly four-team tournament which also 
included a visiting team from Ramallab. AI 
Jazireh won the tournament with an unbeat- 
en record 55-29 over Ramallah, 56-49 over 
Al Orthodoxi and 58-54 over Al Ahli in 
overtime. 

Although the three teams’ form appeared 
to be quite close, competition tideholders 
Al Jazireh might be the title favourites after 
also taking part in Al Jala’ tournament in 
Aleppo Syria two weeks ago where they 
also won the four-team tournament after 
beating top Syrian teams Al Jala’ 60-44, Al 
Horrieh 61-51, and Al Yarmouk 61-47. 

Al Jazireh will be missing centres Jumana 
Said through injury and Dima ShaddecL 
However, Rana Husseini will be joining her 
team which includes Suhair Makusi, Hala 
Muheisen, Tala Al Mauge, Andeira Kas- 
esieh. 


Al Orthodox! have a new team mostly of 
under- 1 8 players who represented Jordan in 
the Asian Championship recently. They 
include Lubna Masri, Jumana Awwad, 
Nadine Kashkash. Luma Abu Judum. 

AI Ahli, includes Sirsa Abaza, Sirsa 
Naghaway, Hiba Enabeh, Rana Saeed. 

Al Jazireh had first won the country’s 
women’s championship from Al Orthodox! 
in 1993 before losing it in 1994 when they 
pulled out of the championship before 
; reclaiming it last yean • 


Competition record 


1989-1990 Orthodoxi, Ahli, Homentmen 

1991 Orthodoxi, Ahli, Homentmen 

1992 Orthodoxi, Ahli, Homentmen, 
Jazireh 

1993 Jazireh, Orthodoxi, Ahli, Abu 
Nusair 

1994 Orthodoxi, Ahli, Abu Nusair, 
Jazireh (withdrew) 

1995 Jazireh, Ahli, Orthodoxi (withdrew) 


Schedule of matches 

(All at Sports Palace at 7:30 p.m) 

Bg.vn.dJ. 


Tue. 23/7 Ahli-Orthodoxi 
Thurs. 25/7 Jazireh-Orthodoxi 
Sun 28/7 Ahli-Jazireh 


Round 2 

Tue. 30/7 Ahli- Orthodoxi 
Thurs. 1/8 Jazireh-Orthodoxi 
Sat. 3/8 Ahli-Jazireh 



bye] Cultural Center W: 661026 
National Mask Consemtoiy: 687620 
Tydw Hold, Ink 661114 
Grind Palace Hold 

Sfanwtamk ffJian flow* Shop, hk 688153 
7th Gitta Mask Box, Tel: 815745 
AbdaB: Jett Busses Co. 

6th Grde: Novara Mianaaqr 
behind AT 4a bun a, Id : 857177 
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Palestinians have right 
to ‘self-determination’ in 
Jerusalem — Mubarak 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
on Monday backed the right 
of the Palestinians to “self- 
determination" in 

Jerusalem, while underlin- 
ing that Arabs still extended 
their hand in peace to Israel. 

Mr. Mubarak said Arabs 
were “serious" in seeking 
“an historic reconciliation 
between Israelis and Arabs, 
including the Palestinian 
people who bave the righr to 
self-determination in 
Palestine and Jerusalem." 

He said he transmitted this 
message to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu during their first 
face-to-face talks in Cairo 
last Thursday. 

Mr. Mubarak made the 
comments in a speech to his 
government, broadcast live 
on state television, on the 
occasion of the 44th 
anniversary of the July 23 
revolution" 

Mr. Netanyahu has raised 
an outcry from Arab capi- 
tals with his hardline poli- 
cies ruling out a return of 
the Golan Heights to Syria, 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state or any negotiations on 
the future of Jerusalem. 

The right-wing Israeli 
leader struck a more moder- 
ate tone during his visit to 


Cairo, although he refused 
to back off any of his posi- 
tions. Mr. Mubarak pro- 
nounced himself more 
“relaxed” about Mr. 
Netanyahu's positions after 
tbe talks. 

After the Netanyahu 
meeting, Mr. Mubarak 
insisted the Arabs did not 
seek a “divided" Jerusalem, 
which his foreign minister 
Arar Musa later clarified 
saying a “whole Jerusalem" 
did not mean wholly Israeli. 

Israel claims the entire 
Holy City as its “eternal" 
capital, while the 
Palestinians warn its eastern 
sector, occupied and 
annexed by Israel in 1967, 
as a capita] for a future 
state. 

Mr. Mubarak said he told 
Mr. Netanyahu "the Arabs' 
hand will remain extended 
to make peace, as long as 
Israel extends its hand to the 
Arabs." 

Responding to the hard- 
line Israeli leader's empha- 
sis on security, Mr. 
Mubarak said he underlined 
to Mr. Netanyahu that 
“security must be for all." 

“Regional security will 
only take hold if it is felt by 
all and if it is balanced and 
without exceptions," he 
said, adding that Egypt 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Militant jailed for belonging to illegal party 

AMMAN (AFP.) — A Jordanian has been jailed for four 
months on charges of belonging to an extremist illegal party in 
the first case of its kind, legal sources said Monday. Ana Abu 
Rishteh was charged with being the spokesman for die “Islamic 
Liberation Party." which has never been recognised by the 
Jordanian authorities due to its extremist stand against the 
monarchy. In 1993 Jordan officially authorised most political 
parties banned in 1957 following an abortive coup blamed on 
ultra left-wing groups. Mr. Abu Rishteh, of Palestinian origin, 
is already serving a three-year sentence imposed at the start of 
1996 for slandering King Hussein. 

Palestinian sentenced to 10 years 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian who 
attacked two Israeli border guards with a knife was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison on Monday, legal sources said- Montasser 
Jaber, 27, from Nablus in the West Bank, attacked two bonier 
guards in East Jerusalem in November after they tried to check 
his identity. The guards, who received light injuries to the head 
and chest, managed to overpower and detain Mr. Jabec The 
Palestinian's defence counsel told the court his client reacted 
violently because he had been traumatised by a beating he had 
received from Israeli soldiers as a youngster. But the court’s 
judges rejected his claims and said it was their duty to impose 
“an exemplary and deterring sentence so as to put an end to 
attacks on the security forces which were made commonplace 
by the intifada," the Palestinian uprising between 1987 and 
1993. 

Saudis cordon off street in bomb scare 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi security forces on Monday cordoned off 
a Riyadh street and removed suspicious parcels after a bomb 
scare on the same block where five Americans and two Indians 
were killed by a car bomb last November, residents said. “We 
think it’s explosives. It is dangerous, go inside,” a resident quot- 
ed a Saudi soldier as telling bystanders shortly before residents 
heard what they' thought were two small controlled detonations. 
Residents said there was a road block on Al Thalathin Street in 
the Olaia district and police wearing body armour and helmets 
were on the scene. They said U.S. troops and armoured trucks 
were also there. Residents said they heard two small blasts. 
“After the small explosions I saw them remove part of a car- 
ion... Although they said three boxes, we heard only two small 
explosions," one said. Security at a large compound housing 
Americans on the street has been stepped up following the June 
25 bombing of a U.S. military housing complex in Dhahran, 
eastern Saudi Arabia. 

More deaths imminent in prison hunger strikes 

ANKARA (AFP) — More deaths were feared imminent 
among scores of hunger-striking left-wing convicts in Turkish 
jails after one prisoner died at the weekend, authorities said 
Monday. "Four hunger strikers in (Istanbul's) Bayrampasa and 
Umraniye prisons are in critical condition", Istanbul's Chief 
Prosecutor Ferzan Citici told reporters. However, the left-wing 
Istanbul-based newspapers Cumhuriyet and Demokrasi said 
that the number of hunger strikers near death throughout the 
prisons was much higher. "The hunger strikers unfortunately 
won't accept medical treatment." Mr. Citici said. The hunger 
strike started by scores of leftist prisoners to protest against 
poor living conditions in jails entered its 64th day Monday. 
Hundreds of other prisoners are supporting these activists by 
holding rotational hunger strikes. Aygun Ugur, a member of the 
outlawed Maoist TKP/ML (Turkish Communist Party /Marxist- 
Leninist), who had been sentenced to a 12-and-a-half year 
prison term for involvement in terrorist acts, died in Umraniye 
prison Sunday on the 63rd day of his hunger strike. 

Saudi Arabia lifts visa ban on Nigerians 

LAGOS (AFP) — Saudi Arabia has lifted restrictions on the 
movement imposed early this year on Nigerians following an out- 
break of meningitis, a Saudi embassy official said Monday in 
Kano, northern Nigeria. After the lifting of die ban at the week- 
end visas to Nigerian travellers will again be issued on Aug. 2, 
Sheikh Usmana Al Jowhar, the Saudi consul general in Kano, 
said. Despite assurances by the Nigerian government, Saudi 
authorities barred 30.000 Nigerians from observing this year's 
holy pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina for fear that die potential- 
ly lethal disease could spread to Saudi Arabia. More than 300 
Nigerian pilgrims were deported on their arrival in Saudi Arabia. 


seeks “security for all the 
Arab and non-Arab peoples 
of the region.*’ 

He said his meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu aimed to 
“save the peace process 
from what has affected it 
lately due to developments 
on the Israeli side,” refer- 
ring to Mr. Netanyahu's vic- 
tory over peace architect 
Shimon Peres in May elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Mubarak said he 
“spoke frankly about the 
dangers of tbe (Israeli; poli- 
cy of retreat in the peace 
process and imposing faits 
accomplis" and “empha- 
sised the need to create an 
atmosphere open to dia- 
logue and negotiations." 

Renewed negotiation 
must be made "on the same 
basis it has followed since 
the beginning, particularly 
the principle of land for 
peace and the accords 
reached so far by the 
Palestinians and Israelis.” 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

“The most important 
result” of his meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu was that the 
Israeli leader left convinced 
“of the need to meat the 
Arab parties as equal part- 
ners" with Israel. Mr. 
Mubarak said. 


Afeworki 
rules out 
armed clash 
with Sudan 


CAIRO (AFP) — Eritrean 
President Issias Afeworki 
ruled out the possibility of 
an armed conflict between 
his country and Sudan 
despite their differences and 
troubles along their bonier. 

“We will not enter into a 
military conflict with the 
Khartoum regime. These 
are only unfounded specu- 
lations," Mr. Afeworki told 
the Monday issue of the 
Arab weekly Al Wasat, 
received in Cairo. 

“Our countries can get 
beyond such confronta- 
tions.” he said. 

Khartoum warned 
Asmara twice in early July 
against any move to invade 
its territory after the death 
of two Sudanese policemen 
in a mine explosion near the 
border with Eritrea. 

Asmara is a base for the 
National Democratic 
Alliance, the main 
Sudanese opposition coali- 
tion, which Khartoum has 
accused of planting mines, 
attacking farmers and 
smuggling along the 
Eritrean border. 

“We have a commitment 
in principle to support and 
assist the Sudanese opposi- 
tion whether from the north 
or the south," Mr. Afeworki 
said, adding Eritrea “will 
not hesitate to offer all types 
of aid possible.” 

He denied accusations by 
Khartoum that Eritrea 
allowed contraband 
weapons to flow through 
the country to opposition in 
Sudan. 



BORDER POLICE WAVE PALESTINIAN MAN INTO JERUSALEM: An Israeli border police waves an 
elderly Palestinian man past a checkpoint from the West Bank into Jerusalem Monday. Israel delayed the 
planned easing of a five-month old closure of the West Bank and Gaza in the wake of the abduction of an Israeli 
Arab man from East Jerusalem by PLO security forces (Reuters photo) 


Pro mis e of Golan necessary for 
Syria, Israeli intelligence asserts 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli army intelligence has 
told Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu that Syria will not 
resume peace talks if it sees no 
chance of regaining the Golan 
Heights, an Israeli newspaper 
said ou Monday. 

“Syria will not continue the 
peace process with Israel if it 
t hinks it will not get the Golan 
Heights” Haaretz quoted die 
bead of military intelligence's 
research branch, Brigadier- 
General Yaacov Amidron say- 
ing in a report to Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Israeli officials were not 
available for comment The 
army said it was checking the 
report. 

The hardline Mr. 
Netanyahu, who ousted 
Shimon Peres in May 29 elec- 
tions. is opposed to trading 
occupied Arab land for peace. 
Mr. Peres had suspended 
Syrian-Istaeli peace talks after 
a wave of Islamic militant sui- 
cide attacks in Israel earlier 
this year. 

“It is not clear to the Syrians 
how drey can return to the 


negotiating table without 
knowing ahead of time that 
they will get back the Golan, 
as they thought before.” the 
daily said. 

Syria said it was not con- 
vinced Mr. Netanyahyu had 
softened his hardline policies 
after he told Egyptian officials 
last week that Israel would 
stick to the terms of reference 
of the 1991 Madrid Arab- 
Israeli talks, which laid down 
the principle of Jand-for-peaee 
in talks between Israel and 
Arab countries. 

Mr. Netanyahu has repeat- 
edly said, most recently to for- 
eign reporters on July 2, that 
Israel's return of die Sinai 
Peninsula under the 1979 
peace treaty between the two 
states fulfilled Israel's land for 
peace obligation as the Sinai 
made up 90 per cent of the 
land Israel captured in the 
1967 war. 

Haaretz also said Brig.-Gen. 
Amidror believed broadening 
of Israel's links with the Arab 
World was contingent upon 
continuation of peace talks 
with the Syrians and 


Palestinians. 

Netanyahu a bad bet for 
peace — Syria 

Meanwhile. Syria warned 
those still betting the new 
right-wing government in 
Israel would choose the path 
of peace that they were har- 
bouring false and dangerous 
illusions. 

“The bet is lost and will dis- 
perse Arab ranks and destroy 
the gains made at tbe last Arab 
sumraiiT held in June in Cairo, 
wrote the daily Ushrin. 

The comments came a day 
after Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa met with 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad to give him a message 
from his Egyptian counterpart 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Mr. Mubarak became the 
first Arab leader to hold talks 
with new Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu on Thursday and 
emerged saying he felt more 
optimistic about the peace 
process after their meetings. 

Mr. Netanyahu has sparked 


Arab alarm with his hardline 
stand on the peace process and 
refusal to trade fiirther Arab 
land for peace. 

Tishrin said that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s coalition govern- 
ment of right-wing and reli- 
gious parties “is not a govern- 
ment for peace.” 

“The only way to allow the 
Arabs to recover their rights is 
to strengthen their solidarity 
and to overcome the breaches 
made by Zionism in the Arab 
ranks,” it added, referring to 
the separate peace accords 
signed by the Palestinians and 
Jordan with Israel. 

The comments came as 
French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Cbarette was due in 
Syria Monday on the first leg 
of a Middle East tour aimed at 
giving fresh impetus to the 
peace process, on ice since 
February. 

The English-language Syria 
Tunes said the visit showed 
the European interest shown 
in the region and ‘its role now. 
more than ever before, 
demanded" 


Israel likely to favour continuing U.S. aid to PNA 


From the Jerusalem Post 

ISRAEL IS likely to favour a 
continuation of the estimated 
575 million in U.S. aid to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA), 
sources bave said If Israel 
plans to affect the U.S. deci- 
sion on the matter, it must act 
before an Aug. 15 deadline. 

It remains unclear whether 
the Israeli government will 
send a signal to Washington, 
as its predecessor did that it 
actively favours aggressive 
lobbying of Congress or will 
act in a more passive manner. 

At the same time, it is clear 
the government will insist 
upon Palestinian compliance 
with the standards established 
by Congress in the Middle 
East Peace Facilitation Acl 
T he act establishes a yardstick 


for Palestinian compliance in 
such areas as curbing terror, 
desisting from PA activity in 
Jerusalem, and ensuring the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) amends 
its covenant. 

On July 15, President Bill 
Clinton issued a certification 
that the Palestinians were 
abiding by their commitments. 
According to U.S. law. both 
houses of Congress have 30 
days to vote disapproval of 
Mr. Clinton's certification or 
the appropriated funds ore 
released. 

The U.S. provides about $75 
million in assistance to die 
Palestinians, but only an esti- 
mated $10 million go to the 
operating budget of the PA; 
the remainder goes to infra- 
structure and private sector 


projects. 

Last year’s appropriation 
for the PA operating budget is 
currently being, held up by 
House International Relations 
Committee chairman 

Benjamin Gi liman (Rep.-NY). 

Beyond the U.S. assistance, 
there is also an estimated $25 
million in U.S.-backed guar- 
antees and credits available to 
American investors in the ter- 
ritories. 

The issue of assistance to the 
PA presents a dilemma for 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Last year, he told 
congressional Republicans not 
to assist the PA because it did 
not live up to its commit- 
ments. He also argued in his 
campaign that Israeli assis- 
tance to the Palestinians 
should be curbed, if not elimi- 


nated. 

But since taking office, Mr. 
Netanyahu has reiterated that 
he is interested in Palestinian 
economic success and. to this 
end, favours a gradual easing 
of the closure. A move to cut 
U.S. aid could lead other 
countries to do likewise, 
putting more pressure on 
Israel to provide economic 
assistance instead. 

There are also indications 
that Mr. Netanyahu assured 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak last week that he 
wants the current level of $2.1 
billion in U.S. aid to Cairo to 
continue. The Egyptians fear 
greater congressional pressure 
on their aid programme, espe- 
cially since Mr. Netanyahu 
offered to accept unspecified 
aid cuts in the future. 


Israel, Oman to continue moves toward normalisation 


MUSCAT (AFP) — The top 
policy adviser to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu agreed with 
Omani officials here Monday 
that their countries should 
pursue normalisation of rela- 
tions. Israel's trade represen- 
tative said. 

Dore Gold met with Omani 
Foreign Minister Yussef Ben 
Alawi Ben Abdullah after 
arriving here from Qatar dur- 
ing the first high-level nip to 
the Gulf by the new right- 
wing Israeli government, rep- 
resentative Oded Ben Haim 
told AFP. 

“They talked about the con- 
tinuation of the normalisation 
and agreed it should be con- 
tinued but the pace should be 
agreed between the two 
countries — it is related to the 
peace process," Mr. Haim 


said. 

The Israeli trade representa- 
tive who opened an office 
here in May said “it is very 
natural' 1 that the Omanis 
should be concerned about 
the new Israeli government 
when asked about their reac- 
tion. 

“They do not know the new 
government and wanted to 
know better about it” he said 
The new government is still 
engaged in the peace process 
“but maybe die tone is differ- 
ent," he added 

Nevertheless, ties between 
Oman and Israel are still 
growing, he said “Everyday 
Omani businessmen come or 
contact U.S. and ask for 
visas. They are going to 
Israel.” 

The official Omani news 
agency meanwhile said Mr. 


Gold told the Omani foreign 
minister of “Israel's commit- 
ment to respect the peace 
accords with the Arabs and 
continue the peace process." 

It was the first visit by an 
Israeli official to Doha and 
Muscat since right-wing 
leader Netanyahu defeated 
peace architect Shimon Peres 
in May 29 elections in Israel. 

Mr. Alawi briefed Mr. Gold 
on the stand taken by Egypt, 
Syria and the six Gulf Arab 
states when they met on July 
14 in Muscat as the group 
that signed the Damascus 
Declaration on regional secu- 
rity after the 1991 Gulf war. 

The Damascus group urged 
the international community 
to pressure the Jewish state 
into respecting commitments 
made on the peace process 
and supported Syria's stand 


in its deadlocked negotiations 
with Israel. 

Mr. Gold arrived from 
Qatar where Mr. Haim said 
he met Qatar’s Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassem Al Thani but the visit 
went unmentioned by the 
official Qatari News Agency 
(QNA) and pro-government 
newspapers. 

Mr. Gold’s mission is to 
convince the governments of 
the Gulf states of Mr. 
Netanyahu's commitment to 
pursuing the Middle East 
peace process, officials in 
Jerusalem said. 

Qatar and Oman are tbe 
only Gulf Arab countries 
which have begun fledgling 
ties with the Jewish state, 
agreeing to open economic 
cooperation offices. But fol- 
lowing Mr. Netanyahu's elec- 


tion victory and his tough 
policy stand on the peace 
process, Qatar said it would 
put on hold the opening of its 
trade mission in Israel to see 
if Mr. Netanyahu would con- 
tinue to pursue peace. Israel 
has sent diplomats to open a 
trade office in Doha. Mr. 
Gold’s visit to the Gulf fol- 
lows Mr. Netanyahu's meet- 
ing in Cairo last week with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak who said he was 
optimistic for the future of the 
peace process. 

He is due to leave Oman on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s new gov- 
ernment has caused alarm in 
Arab capitals by insisting it 
will make no further territori- 
al concessions in exchange 
for peace. 



American mugged ! 

after being offered : 
drug-laced sweets • 

i 

BUDAPEST (AFP) - Aq j 

American tourist fell prey j 
to a gang of robbers at the \ 
weekend after fellow pas- j 
sengers on a train offered 
him sweets laced with se- 
datives and then made off 
with his valuables, worth 
about $20,000, police said 
Monday. The 42-year-old 
unnamed U.S. citizen 
passed out after he was ) 
offered some cakes by fel- 
low' passengers in a train at 
Budapest's main Keieii 
Railway Station, and re- 
gained consciousness only 
hours later id a hospital in 
Vac, some 30 kilometres 
north of the capital, police 
said. All his valuables and 
luggage, worth some 
520.000. were gone. Police 
refused to release the tou- 
rist’s name and so far were 
unable to identify the drag 
the cakes were laced with. 

A spokesman only added 
that the case was unprece- 
dented in Hungary. 

Church tells 
members to drink 
disinfectant 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
Christian church group inj 
Hong Kong caused a stir" 
with reports that it instructs 
its members to drink a 
medicinal disinfectant in 
order to cleanse their body 
and soul despite dangers to 
their health.The Church of 
Zion told worshippers to 
drink hydrogen peroxide, a 
commonly used antiseptic 
fluid applied to external 
wounds, the daily South 
China Morning Post news- 
paper said. The paper quot- 
ed doctors as warning that 
drinking the liquid could 
cause seizures, respiratory 
failure and heart attacks. 

China modernises 
ragtag army 

BEIJING (R) — The days 
when peasants could be- 
come military commanders 
in China are over. Soldiers 
of the People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) cannot be i 
promoted to the rank o f _ 
officer unless they attend i~ ' 
military academy, Hong 
Kong’s Beijing-backed 
Wen Wei Po newspaper 
said Monday. The Central 
Military Commission of 
the Communist Party intro- 
duced the requirement as 
part of efforts to modernise 
the PLA the paper said. 

Pavarotti tells of 
soccer dream 

ATLANTA (R) — Italian 
tenor Luciano Pavarotti, on 
a visit to the Olympic 
Games, said his sporting 
dream was to play top- 
flight soccer. “I would like 
to lose a lot of weight, be 
very strong like (Alberto) 
Tomba and to play soccer." 
the larger than life opera 
star told a news conference 
at which he was joined by 
Olympic Alpine skiing 
champion Tomba. “1 starr- 
ed to play in goal when I 
was four years old and 
always dreamed of playing 
for Italy." Pavarotti, a keen 
horseman, said the Olyr# 1 
pics remained a great insti- 
tution despite criticisms of 
their commercialism. 

Brazil men turned 
off sex by tough 
times 

BRASILIA (R> — Tough 
rimes in the Brazilian econ- 
omy have taken a toll on 
the sexual performance of 
the country’s males, a 
newspaper reported. A Sao 
Paulo cardiovascular sur- 
geon told Estado De Sao 
Paulo that stress, as op- 
posed to physical ailments, 
accounts for the. sexual 
problems of 60 per cent of 
men seeking his services. 
That compared with 30 per 
cent in 1986 when Brazil 
began a series of austere, 
anti-inflation programmes--^ 
Roberto Tullii told tbi 
newspaper. Even the aver- 
age age of Dr. Tillin'* 
patients has fallen to 37 
from 47 ten years ago. 
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